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Doc.  No.  11. 


REPORT. 


VIRGINIA  MILITARY   INSTITUTE. 

July  4,  1854. 

0  His  Excellency  Joseph  Johnson. 

The  board  of  visitors  of  the  Virginia  military  institute,  in  making 
eir  annual  communication  to  your  excellency,  beg  leave  to  report  t 

That  during  the  last  twelve  mouths,  the  liberal  appropriation  of  the  general 
sembly  has  resulted  in  the  completion  of  the  cadets'  barracks,  an  edifice  which 
ill  justly  challenge  the  admiration  of  the  country,  aud  animate  the  pride  of 
ir  own  citizens,  as  a  work  of  a  high  order  of  architectural  art,  and  eminently 
Japted,  in  its  several  accommodations,  for  the  double  purposes  of  its  coustruc- 
on,  as  a  military  post  and  an  institution  of  learning.  The  new  mess  hall,  an 
ctensive  and  beautiful  building,  has  been  produced  by  the  energy  of  the  super- 
tendeut,  in  a  shortness  of  time,  and  at  a  smalluess  of  cost,  which  reflect  the 
ighest  credit  upon  that  officer,  and  afford  unquestionable  assurance  to  the  board, 
lat  the  public  money  has  been  expended  with  extraordinary  economy. 

The  examinations  of  the  several  classes  were  conducted  in  the  presence  of 
ie  board,  and  upon  most  of  the  subjects  of  instruction  were  extremely  iuterest- 
»g  and  satisfactory,  aud  demonstrated  conclusively  the  fact,  that  a  high  degree 
f  proficiency  may  be  acquired  at  this  institution,  in  all  the  departments  of  phy- 
cal  science,  under  the  excellent  instruction  of  the  present  corps  of  professors, 
s  iu  any  school  of  this  country.  And  whil&t  the  board  regrets  that  the  time 
evoted  to  literature,  the  languages,  and  the  polite  arts,  is  unfortunately  too 
mited,  it  is  pleased  to  bear  its  testimony  to  the  importance  of  these  subjects,  in 
he  course  of  studies,  and  the  manifest  advantages  which  have  been  derived  by 
he  pupils,  from  the  excellent  system  of  teaching  adopted  by  the  accomplished 
irofessor  of  these  branches. 

Your  attention  is  particularly  directed,  in  this  connectiouj  to  the  report  of  the 
ommittee  on  instruction.  The  board  has  been  unwilling  to  increase  the  tuition 
if  pay  cadets,  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  the  exigency  of  the  times.  The  price 
»f  learning  should  always  be  reduced  to  the  lowest  point  at  which  it  can  be 
ifforded;  yet,  with  all  possible  economy,  a  bare  support  is  all  that  is  provided  to 
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the  professors.  The  board  would  rather  throw  themselves  upon  the  genen'j 
sympathy  of  the  legislature,  so  often  manifested  in  the  cause  of  education,  tli 
to  levy  a  tax  upon  the  struggling  hope  and  noble  ambition  of  our  young  men. 

The  pay  cadet  is  educated  here  at  a  cost  of  but  fifty  dollars  per  session,  eJ 
subsisted  for  twelve  months  for  less  than  one  hundred  dollars  ;  so  that  every  pi 
as  well  as  state  cadet  is  in  some  degree  the  recipient  of  the  bounty  of  the  co 
monwealth.  And  thus  is  afforded  to  those  of  our  citizens,  who,  whilst  they  haj 
a  just  appreciation  of  the  inestimable  advantages  of  an  education,  have  yet  ) 
ample  pecuniary  means  of  embracing  them,  an  opportunity  of  giving  their  scj 
a  thorough  practical  education,  at  a  cost  which  would  forever  preclude  thfi 
from  approaching  most  of  the  universities  and  colleges  of  our  country. 

An  additional  annual  appropriation  of  five  thousand  dollars  would  enable  t 
board  to  secure  the  education  of  eighteen  additional  state  cadets,  or  one  frc 
each  senatorial  district,  under  the  new  constitution,  and  furnish  the  means  of  i 
creasing  the  pay  of  the  academic  board,  to  an  annual  stipend,  which,  althou; 
less  than  half  that  which  is  in  some  cases  paid,  by  our  internal  improveme 
companies,  to  their  pupils,  who  were  formerly  state  cadets,  would  enable  the' 
to  maintain  their  connection  with  the  institution. 

For  an  exhibit  of  the  financial  condition  of  the  institution,  yoli  are  referred 
the  report  of  the  committee  on  finance;    and  your  excellency  will  be  enabled 
judge  of  the  operations  of  the  quartermaster's  and  subsistence  departments,  ll 
the  reports  of  the  committees  charged  with  their  investigation. 

The  discipline  of  the  corps  of  cadets  is  good,  as  is  fully  exhibited  by  the  repol 
of  the  committee  on  discipline.  And  while  the  superintendent  has  had  occasioi'i 
ally  to  report  individual  cases,  indicating,  on  the  part  of  those  concerned,  a  d« 
parture  from  the  duty  and  honor  of  a  soldier,  the  tone  of  the  institution  is  hig! 
and  commendable.  The  proficiency  of  the  corps  on  the  drill  is  highly  creditabl 
to  the  officer  in  charge  of  that  part  of  instruction. 

The  board  partially  inspected  the  arms  in  the  public  arsenal,  but  they  weri 
satisfied  that  they  were  in  an  excellent  state  of  preservation.  The  services  c 
Ordnance  Sergeant  F.  Baldorf,  which  have  been  secured  to  the  state,  are  worth' 
of  the  highest  commendation. 

The  board  most  respectfully  calls  the  attention  of  your  excellency,  in  conclu 
sion,  to  the  report  of  the  superintendent,  containing,  with  many  valuable  sug 
gestions,  a  most  interesting  history  of  the  progress  of  the  institution,  and  demon 
strating,  by  most  unmistakable  evidences  of  facts  and  figures,  the  important 
results  which  have  already  flowed  from  this  noble  monument  of  state  liberality; 
and  shadowing  out  the  beneficial  influences  which  it  is  confidently  hoped  wil! 
be  hereafter  exerted  upon  the  educational  sentiment  of  the  country. 
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'In  coiineclion  with  the  painful  case  of  the  death  of  Cadet  Blackburn,  which  is 
ferred  to  by  the  superiutendeut,  and  upon  which  action  is  asked  by  that  oliicer 
1  the  part  of  the  board,  we  would  desire  distinctly  to  express  the  opinion,  that 
iither  the  funds  of  the  institution,  nor  the  deposits  of  the  cadets,  should  he 
♦plied  towards  defraying  the  expenses  of  prosecution,  nor  should  they  be  'u  any 
aauer  pledged  to  such  an  object.  The  board  has  been  happy  to  discover  that 
e  superintendent  had  not  and  did  not  feel  himself  authorized  to  make  such  a. 
^position  of  these  funds,  the  control  of  the  matter  having  been  referred  by  that 
ficer  to  the  board  of  visitors.  The  board,  whilst  expressing  this  opinion,  at  the 
me  time  desires  to  convey  its  appreciation  and  approbation  of  the  personal  coo- 
ict  of  that  officer,  throughout  this  unfortunate  affair,  which  displayed  remark- 
;Ie  coolness  and  discretion,  and  at  the  same  time  the  most  generous  and  lively 
flse  of  the  duties  springing  out  of  his  close  association  with  his  pupils. 

We  have  the  honor  to  bo, 
j  With  all  respect. 

Your  obd't  servt's, 

WM.  B.  TALIAFERRO,  Pns't 
WM.  H.  RICHARDSON, 
'  DOUGLAS  B.  LAYNE. 

WILLIAM  SEYMOUR, 
JAMES  BARBOUR, 
BENJ.   F.  GARRETT, 
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REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  FINANCE. 


;  The  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  treasurer  of  the  Vir- 
nia  military  institute,  having  carefully  e.xamiued  the  same,  beg  leave  to  report, 
at  each  item  of  account,  contained  in  said  report,  is  sustained  by  a  correspond- 
"•  voucher — the  whole  methodically  arranged  under  the  several  heads  of  receipts 
id  expenditurps,  amounting,  in  the  aggregate,  to  $  73,756  62. 

Receipts  for  Virginia  military  institute  proper  embraces  : 
nnual  state  appropriation,  _  -  -  -  - 

uition  fees  of  pay  cadets,  -  -  -  -  " 

or  pay  of  ordnance  sergeant,        -  - 

ommissiou  on  deposits,     ------ 

iplomas,  ------- 

rom  sundry  contingent  sources,  .  -  -  - 

'ctober  estimates,  ------ 


rom  quartermaster's  department, 
I "      building  fund,  .  .  -  - 

"     subsistence  department,        -  -  - 

The  disbursements  for  the  same  period  are  as  follows : 

vmount  paid  for  Virginia  military  institute  proper, 
"  "       quartermaster's  department, 

"  "       subsistence  department,    - 

"  "       building  new  mess  hall,    - 

"  "  "         "       barracks,  &c. 


?he  above  exhibit  will  show  that  the  receipts  for  the  institute 

proper  have  exceeded  the  expenditures,  .  _  - 

?hi3  balance  includes  the  October  estimates,  amounting  to 

-.eaving  a  balance  against  the  Virginia  military  institute  account, 

on  the  loth  June  1854,  of  -  -  -  -  - 

?he  above  exhibit  will  also  show  that  there  is  a  balance  in  favor  of 

the  quartermasters'  department,  of  -  -  -  - 

n  favor  of  the  building  fund  account,  of  -  -  - 

n  favor  of  the  subsistence  department,  of  -  -  - 

Respectfully  submitted. 


9,210  00 

4,750  00 

860  00 

787  43 

65  00 

36  05 

3,427  50 


18,635  9'8 

- 

24,472  30 

- 

13,158  13 

- 

17,490  21 

73,756  62 

15,927  92 

22,217  12 

16,282  6Q 

2,094  15 

10,964  31 

67,486  16 

ilance. 

$6,270  46 

$2,708  06 
3,427  50 

719  04 

2,255  18 

99  67 

1,207  55 


B.  F.  GARRETT. 
JAMES  BARBOUR. 


/OL.  Wm.  B.  Taliaferro, 

President  B.  V.  V.  M.  L 
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REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  INSTRUCTION, 


The  committee  on  instruction  have  bestowed  all  the  consideration  upon  the 
fbject  referred  to  them,  which  the  pressure  of  other  duties  permitted,  but  cannot 
ifrain  from  an  expression  of  their  regret  that  circumstances  prevented  that 
iDfOUgh  investigation  which  the  importance  of  the  subject  requires. 
The  attention  of  the  committee  has  been  invited  by  the  academic  board  to  the 
jstice  and  propriety  of  increasing  the  salaries  of  the  several  professors  in  the 
istitute ;  and  it  would  seem  to  the  committee  that  such  a  measure  was  de- 
landed,  both  by  policy  and  justice.  The  military  institute,  in  the  extent  and 
loroughness  of  its  instruction,  in  all  its  departments  of  learning  embraced  with- 
i  the  limits  of  its  studies,  has  attained  a  position  of  equality  with  the  first 
istitutions  of  the  country ;  and  in  order  to  maintain  that  proud  elevation,  it  is 
;  cessary  to  engage  the  services  of  the  talent  and  science  of  the  laud.  This  can 
«.ly  be  done,  by  offering  inducements,  in  the  shape  of  liberal  remuneration  to 
'ose  who  are  distinguished,  by  experience  and  acquirements,  to  occupy  the  pro- 
;;sorial  chairs.  It  is  believed  that  the  salaries  of  the  professors  of  the  Virginia 
iilitary  institute  are  lower  than  those  paid  to  similar  officers  at  any  institution  of 
lual  character  for  science  in  the  confederacy;  and  it  cannot  even  be  expected 
1  Virginians,  ardently  as  they  may  be  devoted  to  the  institute  and  its  fame,  to 
icupy  its  chairs  of  instruction,  when  a  much  richer  harvest  of  profit  is  pre- 
mted  elsewhere. 

But  justice  as  v>-ell  as  expediency  demands  the  increase  of  these  salaries. 
nee  their  amount  was  fixed  by  law  at  the  present  standard  in  the  year  1848- 
le  prices  of  provisions  and  labor — in  truth,  all  the  elements  of  subsistence — 
[ive,  from  a  variety  of  causes,  been  enhanced  more  than  thirty  per  cent. ;  and 
these  officers  rely  upon  their  salaries  alone  for  support,  these  increased  charges 
ould  be  met  by  increased  salaries  to  the  present  able  and  efficient  incumbents. 
A  modification  of  the  present  system  of  instruction  has  been  proposed,  by 
hich  more  of  the  time  of  the  cadet  would  be  appropriated  to  the  study  of  the 
;itin  language,  and  thereby  greater  proficiency  attained ;  but  as  no  details  ot 
je  plan  have  been  furnished,  which  seem  to  be  practicable,  your  committee 
fraius  from  the  expression  of  any  opinion  upon  the  subject. 
It  is  recommended,  that  the  department  of  French  be  placed  upon  the  same 
otiug,  as  to  dignity,  as  the  other  departments,  and  that  Capt.  Colston  be  styled 
ofessor  of  the  French  language,  with  the  rank  of  major. 


WM.  SEYMOUR. 

W3I.  H.  RICHARDSON 


Col.  W.  B.  Taliaferro, 

President  B.  V.   V 


M.  L 
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lEPORT  ON  QUARTERMASTER'S  DEPARTMENT. 


iThe  committee,  after  a  careful  examination  into  all  the  operations  of  this 
:partment,  are  more  than  satisfied  with  it,  and  report  all  in  the  best  condition. 
'e  consider  it  one  of  the  greatest  improvements  which  have  been  introduced 
i  0  the  extended  and  rapidly  improving  system,  which  will,  it  is  hoped,  be  per- 
[;ted  before  the  lapse  of  much  more  time. 

The  quartermaster's  report,  with  the  vouchers  and  papers  therein  referred  to, 
Ed  which  accompany  this  report,  are  so  full  and  complete,  that  it  is  not  neces- 
:'y  to  do  more  than  refer  to  them  as  evidencing  the  true  state  of  this  depart- 
i;nt  and  its  operations. 

To  this  we  may  add,  that  the  arrangement  of  the  store  is  excellent,  the  goods 
I  the  best  quality,  and  furnished  to  the  cadets  at  lower  prices  than  they  could 
[ssibly  be  obtained  in  any  other  way.  As  regards  the  balances  reported  to  be 
[e  from  excadets,  the  vigilance  of  the  superintendent  will  doubtless  recover 
Ism  as  far  as  practicable,  without  any  further  order  of  the  board. 


M.  B.  Taliaferro, 

President  B.  V,  V.  M.  I. 


Respectfully  submitted. 


D.  B.  LAYNE, 
B.  F.  GARRETT. 
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REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  SUBSISTENCE. 


The  committee  on  subsistence  submit  the  following  report : 

P  The  committee  has  examined  the  department  of  subsistence,  and  find  that  it  is 
dministered  with  that  system,  economy  and  attention  to  detail,  which  its  admi- 
ible  organization  has  hitherto  distinguished  its  operations. 

gSince  the  last  annual  meeting  of  the  board,  the  old  mess  hall,  in  conformity 
dth  a  former  order,  has  been^em_oved,  and  a  new  one  erected  on  its  site,  which, 
1 1  point  of  economy  of  construction,  convenience  of  arrangement  and  happy 
daptation  to  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  designed,  w^ill  compare  most  favor- 
bly  with  any  similar  building  in  the  country.  v. 

Since  the  establishment  of  the  institute,  the  price  of  boarding,  as  charged  to  ' 
lie  cadets,  under  the  direction  of  the  board  of  visitors,  has  been  at  the  rate  of 
;  7  50  per  month,  or  twenty-five  cents  per  day — a  sum  merely  sufficient  to  reim- 
urse  the  subsistence  department  the  expenses  of  its  administration.  Within  the 
1st  year,  however,  an  advance  has  taken  place  in  the  price  of  labor  and  provi- 
ions  equal  to  25  or  30  per  cent,  and  the  present  standard  of  value  will  in  all 
irobability  continue  for  another  year.  Should  this  anticipation  be  realized, 
.  udgiug  from  past  experience,  the  subsistence  department,  instead  of  defraying 

Its  own  expenses,  will  become  a  charge  upon  the  institute — a  result  which  was 
lever  contemplated  by  those  who  founded  it.  Your  committee  therefore  recom- 
:  aend,  that  for  the  ensuing  year,  instead  of  the  rates  heretofore  established,  the 
)rice  of  board  be  increased  to  $  8  50  per  month ;  which  sum,  it  is  estimated,  will 
elieve  the  department  from  all  danger  of  a  deficiency. 

Wai.  SEYMOUR, 
JAMES  BARBOUR. 

!oL.  W.  B.  Taliaferro, 

Preset  B.  F.  V.  M.  L 
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RFPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  DISCIPLINE, 


The  committee  on  discipline  have  the  satisfactioa  of  reportiiig  favorably  upon 
le  subject  referred  to  them.  In  additiou  to  the  necessary  conference  with  the 
nmmandant  of  cadets  and  other  officers,  we  have  been  very  much  gratified  in  the 
•suit  of  communications  with  a  number  of  the  cadets,  and  are  satisfied  that  a 
anly  spirit  and  high  sense  of  honor  prevail  very  generally  (we  hope  univer- 
illy)  throughout  the  corps.  This  is  the  best  guarantee  for  a  high  state  of 
scipline. 

The  practice  of  quizzing  and  maltreating  new  cadets,  which  formerly  disgraced 
16  institute,  no  longer  exists.  Its  suppression  is  mainly  due  to  the  influence  of  a 
ist  and  generous  spirit  in  the  corps.  The  manifestation  of  that  spirit  in  recent 
roceedings  of  the  junior  (4th)  class  affords  the  fullest  assurance  that  no  recur- 
;nce  of  the  evil  is  to  be  apprehended.  It  reflects  the  highest  honor  upon  the 
outhful  members  of  that  class. 

But  upon  no  occasion,  since  the  institution  has  been  in  existence,  have  the 
[laracter  and  discipline  of  the  corps  of  cadets  been  subjected  to  so  severe  a  trial, 
3  upon  the  occurrence  of  the  sudden  and  violent  death  of  a  favorite  comrade. 
t  is  obvious  to  the  least  reflection,  that  its  effect  upon  120  or  130  ardent  young 
len,  trained  to  arms  and  virtually  with  arms  in  their  hands,  might  have  been 
lost  disastrous  and  lamentable.  Yet  the  call  of  the  superintendent,  whose  au- 
jority  as  commanding  officer  is  always  blended  with  paternal  care,  instantly 
withdrew  thera  from  the  scene  of  the  tragedy,  and  in  a  spirit  of  profound  respect 
)r  the  laws,  they  silently  and  sadly  retired  to  their  quarters.  The  conduct  of  the 
orps  of  cadets,  upon  this  trying  occasion,  is  most  honorable  to  them,  and  affords 
ae  very  best  illustration  of  the  perfect  discipline  of  this  noble  institution. 

It  becomes  the  board  of  visitors  themselves  to  take  care  that  they  do  not  im- 
air  by  failing  to  sustain  it  with  a  firm  and  impartial  hand,  or  by  mistaken  lenity 
i  cases  where  it  ought  to  be  enforced.  In  this  connection  we  beg  to  call  the  at- 
ention  of  the  board  to  the  following  just  and  forcible  remarks,  which  are  ex- 
racted  from  the  report  of  a  select  committee  of  the  senate  on  the  memorial  of 
*eyton  Johnston,  the  guardian  of  a  dismissed  cadet: 

'■Every  dispensation  from  the  penalties  of  disobedience,  lessens  the  incentive 
0  a  strict  discharge  of  duty;  and  if  the  instances  of  clemency  to  the  erring  and 
iflTeuding  become  frequent,  the  sanctions  of  the  law  will  soon  cease  to  be  a  terror 
o  evil  doers.  Clemency  is  an  attribute,  however  sacred  and  lovely  in  itself, 
vhich,  when  exercised  without  regard  to  justice  and  good  order,  loses  the  quality 
tf  mercy,  and  becomes  disorganizing  and  cruel.  It  is  earnestly  to  be  hoped  that 
he  hoard  of  visitors,  when  considering  applications  for  reinstatement,  will  remem- 
)er  what  is  due  to  cadets  who  have  done  their  duty — and  the  faculty,  who  are 
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responsible  for  the  good  order  of  the  institution,  before  they  restore  to  its  pri' 
leges  those  who  have  violated  its  regulations." 

Nothing  further  occurs  to  this  committee  as  requiring  particular  notice,  excf ' 
the  repeated  infractions,  during  the  present  session,  of  the  132d  article  of  the  i 
gulations,  prescribing  the  mode  of  communicating  with  the  board.  A  more  ri^^ 
attention  to  this  rule  is  indispensable. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

WM.  H.  RICHARDSON, 
DOUGLAS  B.  LAYNE. 

CoL.  Wm.  B.  Taliaferro, 

President  B.  V.  V.  M.  I. 
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SUPEPJXTENDEXT'S  REPORT. 


Head  Quarters, 

Va.  Military  Institute, 
June  22,  1854. 

I  beg  leave  to  present  herewith  my  annual  report  of  the  operations  of 
h  institution. 

FIXA?fCES. 

The  financial  operations  of  the  institute  are  classified  under  four  distinct 
ids.  1.  The  Virginia  Military  Institute.  2.  The  (Quartermasters  Department. 
!  The  Suhsisfence  Dtjiartment.  4.  The  Building  Fund.  Full  exhibits  of  each 
^these  departments  accompany  this  report,  and  are  marked  A,  B,  C  and  D. 

-.  The  Virginia  Military  Institute  account  embraces,  in  its  receipts,  the  annual 
tte  appropriation,  the  pay  of  the  ordnance  sergeant,  the  tuition  fees  of  the  pay 
(lets,  the  fees  for  diplomas,  and  the  commission  for  the  safe  keeping  and  dis- 
I'sement  of  the  cadets'  deposites. 

These  receipts,  upon  the  basis  of  90  pay  and  32  state  cadets,  amount,  in  the 
l^regate,  to  the  annual  sum  of  (A)        -  -  _  14,845  00 

This  account  is  chargeable  with  the  pay  of  the  professors,  surgeon, 
iluance  sergeant,  and  musicians;  with  the  support  of  the  state 
[lets,  and  with  the  contingent  expenses  of  servants,  &c.,  amount- 
i;  in  the  aggregate,  and  upon  the  basis  of  32  state  cadets,  to  the 
laual  sum  of  (A)  -  .  _  .  14,000  00 


Annual  surplus,  -  -  -  $  845  00 

The  balance,  to  the  credit  of  the  Virginia  military  institute  on  the  treasurer's 
|)ort,  is  S  2,708  06,  which  sum  includes  the  quarterly  payments,  due  in  October 
xt,  of  $3,427  50,  and  leaving  a  balance  against  this  account,  for  the  year,  of 
'19  04. 

A.S  the  receipts  for  tuition,  diplomas  and  commissions  are  contingent,  the  board 

11  see  the  propriety  of  not  extending  the  lial)ilities  of  the  Virginia  military  ia- 

[tute  account,  the  annual  surplus  of  $845  being  full  small  for  the  contingencies 

this  account.     It  is  this  account  which  is  charged  with  the  current  support  of 
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the  institute,  and  its  receipts  are  limited  to  the  amount  specified  above,  until  h 
enlargement  of  our  accommodations  shall  enable  us  to  admit  a  larger  number 
pay  cadets.     This  increase  of  pay  cadets  will  increase  the  receipts  of  this  ' 
count,  the  major  part  of  which  will  be  consumed  in  providing  instruction  for 
additional  cadets  admitted. 

2.    The  (^uartermastefs  Department  supplies  the   clothing,  fuel,  lights,  bo(i 
stationery,  beds  and  washing  of  the  cadets. 

The  rectijits  embrace  credits  for  the  amount  of  goods  sold,  at  an  advance  oi  I 
per  cent,  upon  the  invoice  price  of  such  goods,  and  the  actual  cost  of    the  f 
lights  and  washing  furnished.     The  total  amount  of  these  receipts  for  the  \\ 
fiscal  year  was  (B)  -  _  _  _  23,619! 

This  department  is  also  credited  with  the  amount  of  goods  on  hand, 

as  per  inventory,  -  -  _  _  12,310 

Balance  on  treasurer's  account,  June  15,  1853,       -  -  914 


Total  credits,       -  -  _  _  36,843 i 

The  dehits  against  this  department  embrace  the  amounts 
paid  out  for  goods,  fuel,  lights,  washing,   &c.  and  for 
house  rent  and  fuel  of  the  professors,  making  an  ag- 
gregate, for  the  past  year,  of  (B)      -  -  22.257  93 
Existing  liabilities,  (B)                            -                     -  12,875  01 

Total  debits,        -  -  -  35,132 


Balance  to  the  credit  of  this  department,  $  1,710 

Of  this  balance,  the  sum  of  $2162  90  is  due  from  cadets  who  have  left 
institute,  of  which  $  800  may  be  regarded  as  bad  debts. 

The  report  of  the   quartermaster,   Mr.  R.   II.  Catlett,  with  the  books  of 
department  kept  by  him,  will  explain  every  transaction  of  the  past  year,     ij 
means  by  which  the  heavy  operations  of  this  department  are  conducted,  are 
rived  exclusively  from  the  deposites  of  the  cadets,  and  do  not  embrace  one  doL 
of  the   funds  of  the  state.     A  minute   examination   of  it,  in  all  of  its  details! 
earnestly  requested,  as  an  act  of  justice  to  the  officers  who  are  charged  with 
heavy  expenditures  belonging  to  it,  and  to  satisfy  the  board  that  due  care  is  talj 
to  guard  the  interests  of  the  cadets  in  the  quality  and  price  of  the  goods  furnish' 

The  heating,  lighting  and  washing  arrangements,  which  are  embraced  in  1] 
operations  of  this  department,  will  claim  the  special  consideration  of  the  boa, 
The  quartermaster  had  hoped  to  be  able  to  give,  in  this  year's  report,  sot 
authentic  data,  upon  which  to  base  the  expense  of  this  branch  of  the  depai 
ment;  but  the  combination  of  the  labor  employed  in  it  with  the  current  buildi 
operations  of  the  year,  have  made  it  difficult  to  separate  the  charges  with  su 
cient  accuracy  ta  make  the  statement  the  basis  of  calculation  for  the  future. 

3.  The  Suhsistence  Department  conducts  the  mess  arrangements  of  the  cade 
The  credits  embrace  the  allowance  for  the  board  of  the  cadets,  laborers  a' 
servants,  for  the  forage  of  teams,  and  for  sales  to  officers,  amounting,  in  t| 
aggregate,  for  the  past  year,  to  (C)         -  -  _  13,845 

Provisions  and  fuel  on  hand,  _  -  _  1,259 

Total  credits,  .  _  .  15,104 


Doc.  No.  11.  19 

Forward,  $15,104  70 

s  department  is  chargeable  with  the  amount  paid  for  provisions, 
irniture,  pay  of  steward,  hire  of  servants,  &c.  amounting,  in  the 
ggregate,  in  the  past  year,  to  (C)       -  -  -  14,126  97 

'  Excess  of  credits  over  debits,  -  -  $977  73 

>f  this  excess,  $326  27  have  been  applied  to  the  sinking  fund  account,  for 
oaanent  improvements  to  the  department,  leaving  $671  46,  to  be  passed  to  the 
llit  of  the  new  mess  hall  account. 

his  balance  is  independent  of  the  property  belonging  to  the  subsistence  de- 
tment,  embracing 

I  M       Silver  in  current  use,  _  _  _  635  00 

Two  men  servants,  _  _  _  1,049  00 

New  articles,  table  furniture,  &c.  -  -  514  36 

Old  articles,  not  in  use,  -  -  -  46  20 

Articles  in  use,        -  -  -  -  1,216  81 

Live  stock,               -  -  -  -  181  00 

Hospital  furniture,  _  _  -  288  35 

Total  unencumbered  property,  -  -  $  3.930  72 

!'his  department,  like  that  of  the  supplies  for  cadets'  clothing,  is  maintained 
irely  by  the  deposites  of  the  cadets  for  boarding,  and  does  not  embrace  one 
lar  of  the  pul)lic  funds  of  the  state,  except  so  far  as  the  amount  paid  for  the 
rding  of  the  state  cadets ;  and  this  is  fixed  at  the  same  rate  charged  for  other 
ets.  Whatever  has  been  accomplished  by  it,  has  resulted  from  the  economical 
ingements  which  have  been  introduced  into  it  since  its  establishment  upon 
present  basis,  1st  January  1850. 

n  compliance  with  the  previous  instructions  of  the  board  of  visitors,  the  old 
s  hall  was  pulled  down  immediately  after  their  adjournment  last  July,  and 
new  mess  hall  commenced.  The  cadets,  in  the  mean  time,  have  been  messed 
fei  temporary  "shanty,"  erected  for  the  purpose.  This  new  building  is  now 
ipleted  ;  and  in  point  of  comfort  and  accommodation,  will  most  favorably 
fipare  with  any  building  of  the  kind  in  this  country.  Besides  affording  a  most 
acious  mess  room,  the  building  provides  quarters  for  the  board  of  visitors,  the 
Ivard's  family,  and  the  various  officers,  and  rooms  for  the  cooks,  waiters,  &c., 
ides  store  rooms  for  provisions,  &c. 

'he  cost  of  this  building,  as  nearly  as  can  be  ascertained,  is  as  follows : 

tek  work,  (C)                     -                    -  -  -  3,179  95 

steiing,  (C)                        -                    -  -  -  773  88 

rpentry,  (C)                         -                      .  .  -  3,394  57 

jnting,  (C)                           -                     -  -  -  112  50 

bfing  tin,  &c.  (C)              -                     -  -  -  646  86 

jarges  for  labor,  board  and  contingencies,  (C)  -  -  1,237  79 

Total  cost,       -  -  -  -  $  9,345  55 
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Of  this  sum,  $2,089  78  in  cash  have  been  paid  from  the  sinking  fund  of 
subsistence  department,  and  the  further  sura  of  $  1,475  30  paid  by  that  depl 
ment  in  board,  labor,  &;c.,  making  $3,565  08  as  the  sum  paid  on  this  cost, 
leaving  a  balance  of  $5,780  47  as  the  amount  due  on  the  building. 

In  erecting  the  new  mess  hall,  the  old  bricks,  timber,  &c.  of  the  old  hall, 
some  of  the  old  materials  of  the  barracks  were  used,  amounting,  upon  an  e 
mate,  to  $  1,000,  giving,  as  the  total  cost  of  the  new  hall,  including  these 
materials,  $  10,345  55. 

The  comparative  statement  of  the  steward,  showing  the  cost  of  provisions, 
this  and    previous  years,  makes  it  questionable  whether  the  department  canj 
sustained  during  the  next  year,  if  the  present  rates  of  labor  and  provisions  ci 
tinue.     By  timely  contracts  for  the  supplies  during  the  past  year,  the  departm! 
has  been  paying  for  the  principal  supplies  considerably  below  the  current  mar 
rates.     Flour  has  commanded  in  Lexington,  during  the  past  season,  from  $  7| 
$  8  50 ;  we  paid,  under  a  contract,  $5  25.     Beef  has  been  selling  in  Lexiug 
at  from  seven  to  ten  cents;  we  have  paid,  under  contract,  from  five  to  six  cei 
These  contracts  cannot  be  renewed   at  the  rates  now  paid,  but  Avill  be  varied 
correspond  with  market  prices.     Still,  upon  the  prices  actually  paid,  the  act' 
average  cost  of  boarding  for  each  cadet,  per  month,  for  the  year  ending  1st  J 
1854,  has  been  $G  87,  and  this  sum  is  independent  of  the  wear  and  tear  of 
furniture  and  other  property  in  use,  and  of  the  amount  invested  in  the  permau( 
property   of   the   department.     The  whole  subject,  therefore,  is  referred  to  ij 
board  of  visitors,  that  they  may  enquire  into  the  necessity  and  expediency] 
changing  the  rate  of  board. 

A  communication  from  Mr.  R.  L.  Gillock,  the  contractor  for  fresh  meats, 
herewith  presented. 

4.  The  Building  Fund  is  credited  v,'ith  the  sums  appropriated  for  the  erecti! 
of  the  cadets'  barracks,  professors'  houses,  heating,  lighting  and  washing  arran^ 
ments,  and  the  new  mess  hall,  amounting  to  -  -  96,000 

The  disbursements  on  this  account  have  amounted  to  -  83,806 


Balance  to  the  credit  of  the  building  fund,  including  $10,000  of 

the  undrawn  appropriation  of  1854,  in  treasurer's  report,         -  12,193  '■ 

Property  on  hand  at  present  value,  (D)  -  -  1,450  i 


Total  credits  of  the  building  fund,  -  13,643  I' 

Outstanding  liabilities,  (D)  -  _  _  5,433  ( 


Balance  on  hand  for  the  purposes  of  the  appropriation,  -  $  8,205  l 

The  act  of  March  1,  1854,  appropriating  $20,000  for  the  completion  of  tif 
barracks  and  for  the  erection  of  the  mess  hall,  will  enable  us  to  pay  outstandlr 
claims,  for  completing  the  wings  of  the  barracks,  and  to  pay  some  $  3,0C' 
towards  the  mess  hall.  The  pressing  need  for  a  room  for  our  library  and  for  tl: 
anHual  examinations,  has  induced  the  superintendent,  under  the  authority  of  tb 
board  of  visitors,  by  his  appointment  as  architect,  as  required  by  law,  to  finisi 
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(  rooms  designed  for  these  purposes  ;  and  the  comfort  of  the  board,  during  its 
jseut  session,  will  be  much  promoted  by  the  arrangements  thus  perfected. 
'a  the  above  exhibit  of  the  financial  operations  of  the  institute,  it  is  necessary 
sjcar  in  mind  that  the  Virginia  mihtary  institute  account  alone  is  that  uponiohkh 
^current  support  of  the  insiitule  depends.  The  quartermaster's  department  ac- 
,nt  and  the  subsistence  department  account  embrace  the  operations  of  depart- 
uts  which  were  organized  upon  the  principle  of  being  self-supporting;  and 
lough  they  have  enabled  us  to  provide  for  many  necessary  wants,  which  the 
•giDik  military  institute  fund  did  not  and  could  not  meet,  no  charge,  out  of  the 
idmate  range  of  the  departments,  should  be  imposed  upon  them.  The  trea- 
er's  report  very  properly  consolidates  the  balances  on  all  these  accounts,  ia 
;  recapitulation,  as  exhibiting  the  actual  state  of  the  funds  of  the  institute. 
le  building  fund  is  of  course  a  special  fund,  kept  distinct,  as  having  reference 
special  operations  not  presumed  to  be  permanent. 

COURSE    OF    INSTRUCTIOX. 

rbe  course  of  instruction  in  the  institute  is  distributed  among  six  distinct 
partments,  viz:  1.  Mathematics.  2.  English  and  Latin  languages.  3.  En- 
eering,  drawing  and  geography.  4.  Chemistry,  geology  and  mineralogy. 
■Natural  and  experimental  philosophy.     6.  French  language. 

1.  The  mathematical  chair  is  held  by  the  superintendent.  Instruction  is  given 
the  2d,  3d  and  4th  classes,  divided  into  eight  sections,  each  section  occupying 
e  and  a  half  hours  daily.  In  these  duties,  he  has  been  efficiently  assisted  by 
tpt.  Jas.  W.  Allen  and  Lt.  Daniel  Trueheart.  With  every  disposition,  from 
rsonal  as  well  as  official  considerations,  to  carry  out  the  order  of  the  board  of 
ne  1851,  by  appointing  an   adjunct  professor  of  mathematics,  an  examination 

the  means  of  the  institute  has  satisfied  me,  that  without  additional  aid  from 
k  state,  such  a  burthen  could  not  be  assumed.  The  board  Is  aware  of  the  cou- 
erations  which  prompted  the  order  referred  to,  and  the  superintendent  would 
■ect  special  attention  to  the  subject,  as  claiming  some  early  legislative  action. 

2.  In  the  department  of  English  and  Latin,  instruction  is  given  to  the  1st  class 
rhetoric,  English  grammar  and  logic— and  to  the  2d  and  3d  classes  in  Latin, 
ibracing,  in  all,  eight  sections,  with  one  assistant,  Lt.  Henry  A.  Whiting.  The 
pfessor  also  superintends  the  declamation  and  composition  exercises  of  the  3d 
|d  4th  classes,  once  a  week,  for  a  portion  of  the  session. 

3.  The  engineering,  &c.  department  is  under  the  exclusive  charge  of  the  pre- 
ssor, and  embraces  six  recitations  a  fortnight,  of  the  1st  class,  in  engineering; 
^weekly  drawing  lessons  to  the  entire  2d  class,  of  2  hours  each  ;  triweekly 
Iwing  lessons  to  the  3d  class,  of  two  hours  each,  from  the  15th  January; 
id  at  the  same  hours,  for  one  section,  as  the  2d  class,  and  from  11  to  1,  for 
e  other  section;  and  recitations  in  geography,  by  the  4th  class,  to  1st  Jan'y. 

4.  The  chemical  department  is  under  the  exclusive  charge  of  the  professor. 
a  duties  consist  of  recitations  from  one  section  of  the  2d  class  in  chemistry 
rice  a  week,  and  the  same  number  of  recitations  from  the  1st  class  in  geology, 
lineralogy  and  agricultural  chemistry.  To  the  professor  of  this  department  is 
^signed  the  duties  of  commandant  of  cadets  and  instructor  of   infantry  tactics, 
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and  in  these  duties  he  is  assisted  by  Capt.  Allen  and  Lieuts.  Trueheart  a 
Whiting. 

L 

5.  The  philosophical  department  is  under  the  exclusive  charge  of  the  prof 
sor.  The  instruction  is  given  to  the  1st  class  in  daily  recitations  of  one  am 
half  hours,  and  to  the  2d  class  the  same,  since  the  Jan'y  examination.  To  t 
professor  of  this  department  is  also  assigned  the  duty  of  instructor  of  artillery. 

6.  The  French  department  gives  instruction  in  the  French  language  to  thr 
sections  of  the  3d  class,  reciting  daily  one  hour  each  to  the  1st  January,  and 
four  sections  of  the  4th  class  in  English  and  French,  with  daily  recitations  of  o 
hour  each.  The  instructor  of  French  is  assisted  by  Lt.  H.  A.  Whiting  a 
Cadet  W.  T.  Patton. 

The  above  outline,  together  Avith  the  special  reports  of  the  professors,  whi. 
are  herewith  presented,  and  to  which  the  attention  of  the  board  is  directed,  w 
give  a  full  exhibit  of  the  course  of  instruction  pursued  during  the  past  year  in  tl' 
institute. 

DEATH    OF    CADET    THOMAS    BLACKBURN. 

As  a  necessary  part  of  my  official  duty,  in  communicating  this  my  annual  r'\ 
port  of  the  operations  of  the  institute,  I  have  to  state  the  decease,  by' violence,  . 
Cadet  Thomas  Blackburn  of  the  county  of  Jefferson.  He  was  killed  on  Sundai 
night,  the  15th  January  last,  by  a  student  of  Judge  Brockenbrough's  law  class,  .] 
the  county  of  Amherst,  by  the  name  of  Christian.  As  the  facts  of  this  case,  ii^ 
volviug  the  fate  of  another  individual,  are  still  before  the  courts  of  this  state,! 
forbear  to  dwell  upon  them.  It  is  my  duty,  however,  to  communicate  to  th) 
board  of  visitors  my  own  action  in  the  matter;  and  it  is  eminently  proper  thati 
should  do  so,  inasmuch  as  my  conduct  has  been  most  grossly  misrepresented,  an 
has  been  made  the  subject  of  unjust  complaint  and  animadversion. 

On  Sunday  night,  the  loth  January  last,  a  large  number  of  cadets  attende 
divine  service  in  Lexington,  by  my  permission.  Cadet  Blackburn,  under  this  per 
mission,  accompanied  a  young  lady  to  the  Presbyterian  church ;  and  in  about  fiv 
minutes  after  parting  .from  her  at  the  inner  door  of  the  church,  he  was  slain 
The  unloi.ked  for  suddenness  and  violence  of  the  death  immediately  attracted  t 
the  scene  of  the  tragedy  all  the  cadets  who  were  in  church,  and  most  of  thos 
who  remained  at  the  institute.  I  reached  the  ground  in  some  25  minutes  afte 
the  deed  was  committed.  Apprehending,  in  the  excited  state  of  youthful  feeling 
that  violence  might  be  attempted,  I  promptly  removed  the  body  of  cadet  Black 
burn  to  the  institute,  and  succeeded  in  withdrawing  with  it  every  cadet  from  Lex 
ington.  Having  deposited  the  body  in  a  suitable  place,  I  assembled  the  cadets, 
and  earnestly  dissuaded  them  from  all  attempts  at  violence.  The  offender  was 
in  the  hands  of  the  law.  It  was  the  duty  of  every  good  citizen  to  confide  in  its 
faithful  administration,  as  the  supreme  arbiter;  and  that  their  minds  might  be 
relieved  from  all  apprehensions  on  this  point,  I  assured  them,  that  as  the  su-perin- 
tendent  of  the  institute,  standing  in  loco  parentis,  not  only  to  them,  but  to  the 
deceased,  I  should  consider  it  my  highest  duty  to  see  that  a  fair  and  impartial 
trial  should  be  had  before  the  courts  of  the  country.  My  remarks  had  the  desired 
effect,  and  every  cadet  promptly  repaired  to  his  room. 
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)jB^  the  next  morning,  various  rumors  were  in  circulation,  tending  in  a  high 
;ree  to  exasperate  the  feelings  of  the  cadets.     It  was  reported,  that  about  three 
four  hours  after  Mr.  Christian   had  been  committed  to  jail,  several  persons, 
sked   and  otherwise  in  disguise,  some  of  whom   were  under  the  influence  of 
oxicating  liquors,  had  gone  to  the  jail,  and  demanded  admission  as  the  friends 
Mr.  Christian.     It  was  understood  their  application  was  firmly  resisted  by  the 
or.     This  circumstance  occasioned  an  apprehension,  in  the  minds  of  the  cadets, 
t  an  attempt  would  be  made  to  rescue  the  prisoner.     In  the  midst  of  these 
prehensions,  an  anonymous  communication  was  placed  in  my  hands  by  the 
yor  of  Lexington,  addressed  to  a  member  of  the  law  class,  intimating  to  him, 
t  if  he  did  not  leave   Lexington  in  twenty-four  hours,  more  blood  would  be 
This  letter  was  handed  to  the  mayor  by  Judge  Brockenbrough.     Although 
)sequent  events   showed   that  this   letter   did  not  proceed  from  any  cadet,   or 
er  person  connected  with  the  institute,  it  added  greatly  to  my  own  appre- 
jsions,  and  induced  vigilance  on  the  part  of  all  the  officers  of  the  institute,  by 
y  and  by  night,  to  guard  against  any  outbreak  or  act  of  violence  of  any  kind, 
personal  interviews  with  the  cadets,  it  was  soon  manifest  that  no  threat  of 
'leuce  had  proceeded  from  them  ;  but  great  concern  was  expressed  by  all  that 
i  commonwealth  should  be  aided  in  the  prosecution.     It  was  known,  too,  that 
r'eral  of  the  ablest  criminal  lawyers  of  the  state  had  been  retained   by  the  pri- 
aer,  and  that  he  would  receive  the  legal  counsel  of  his  instructor,  Judge  Brocken- 
)ugh.     Apprehensions  were  also  felt  that  an  attempt  would  be  made  to  bail  the 
soner.     Had  such  an   attempt  been  made,   and  with  success,   my   persuasion 
18  and  is  that  violence  would  have  resulted.     In   the  mean  time,  it  was  made 
parent  to  Mr.  Robert  Glasgow,  a  citizen  of  Rockbridge,  and  a  relative  of  the 
ceased,  that  an  attempt  would  be  made  by  the  defence   to  disparage  the  cha- 
fer of  Cadet  Blackburn.     He  sought  an  interview  w^ith  rae,  and  authorized  and 
tructed  rae  to  employ  Mr.  Thos.  J.  Michie,  a  lawyer  of  Staunton  and  long  the 
ramon wealth's  attorney  for  this  county,  in  his  name,  as  acting  for  the  father  of 
idet  Blackburn.     Believing  also,  that  the  institute,  to  whose  care  Cadet  Black- 
rn  had  been  committed  by  his  father,  and  in  which  he  was  rendering  a  service 
d  duty  to  the  state,  as  a  member  of  the  ^* public  guard"  to  the  state  arsenal, 
IS  in  duty  bound  to  protect  the  honor  and  character  of  its  pupil,  and  to  protect 
d  guard  the  honor,  character  and  lives  of  the  cadets — and  further,  that  as  a 
iblic  officer,  bound  to  use  all  legal  means  to  maintain  the  public  peace,  and  to 
courage  and  train  the  pupils  committed  to  my  charge,  in  correct  sentiments  of 
ty  towards   the  law   of  the   land,  as   administered   by  our  courts   of  justice,  I 
emed  it  proper,  in  communicating  to  Mr.  Michie  the  instructions  of  Mr.  Glasgow, 
say  to  him,  that  in  discharging  his  duty  to  Mr.  Glasgow,  as  the  representative 
Mr.  Blackburn,  I  desired  him  to  see   that  the  reputation  and  character  of  the 
dets  were  cared  for,  by  a  fair  and  proper  trial,  that  the  confidence  of  the  cadets 
ight  be  thereby  strengthened  in  the   issue  of  the  trial,  whatever  that  issue  might 
[.     While  a  due  regard  for  my  public  duty  demanded  of  me  to  do  this  much,  I 
iver  conceived  that  I  was  authorized   to  pay  Mr.  Michie  one   dollar  from  the 
nds  of  the  institute  or  from  the  deposites  of  the  cadets,  or  to  pledge  or  in  any 
anner  to  involve   these  funds  for  any  service  thus  rendered  by  Mr.  Michie.     I 
30  firmly  refused  to  permit  any  cadet  to  contribute  to  such  an  object.     It  is  for 
e  board  of  visitors,  before  whom  the  facts  are  presented,  to  decide  whether  any, 
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and  if  any,  what  part  of  the  funds  of  the  institute,  or  of  the  deposites  of 
cadets,  shall  be  applied  to  this  object.  If  they  decide  against  assuruiug  any  j 
tion  of  the  expense,  the  friends  of  Cadet  Blackburn  will  pay  it  all. 

In  this  connection,  I  will  add,  that  the  commonwealth's  attorney,  Capt.Mo(|^ 
being  absent  from  Lexington  during  the  coroner's  inquest  and  the  examinat 
before  the  committing  magistrates,  called  upon  me  as  soon  as  he  returned, 
expressed  great  gratification  that  Mr.  Glasgow  had  instructed  me  to  employ  ] 
Michie,  and  stated,  that  considering  his  son's  relation  to  the  party,  as  a  mem 
of  the  law  class  and  friend  of  Mr.  Christian,  and  his  own  intimate  connect 
with  Miss  Anderson,  who  was  the  niece  of  his  brother,  it  was  a  matter  of  gr 
importance  that  Mr.  Michie  should  appear  in  the  cause;  that  circumstances  mi, 
require  him  to  withdraw  from  it;  and  that  under  any  result,  it  was  necessary 
have  the  advice  and  experience  of  Mr.  Michie.  So  impressed  was  Capt.  Moe 
with  the  importance  of  these  views,  that  he  promptly  wrote  to  Mr.  Michie  i 
substance  of  what  is  here  preaented. 

I  have  thus  presented  to  the  board  a  full  report  of  my  own  connection  with  i. 
unhappy  affair.  It  may  not  be  out  of  place,  before  leaving  the  subject,  thai 
enquire  into  the  grounds  of  the  complaint,  which  the  counsel  of  the  prison 
and  others  interested  in  his  behalf,  have  thought  proper  to  make. 

What  is  the  complaint? 

1st.  That  I  have  transcended  my  authority,  in  appropriating  the  public  fun 
of  the  institute  in  employing  Mr.  Michie  as  a  private  prosecutor.  The  facts  she 
that  this  complaint  is  not  true.  Not  one  dollar  has  been  paid  or  pledged  by  b 
for  such  an  object. 

^  2d.  That  I  had  no  right  to  employ  Mr.  Michie  at  all,  even  under  the  instru 
tious  of  Mr.  Glasgow.  Then  the  public  mind  has  been  laboring  under  most  grie 
ous  error  hitherto;  and  those  who  have,  from  year  to  year,  aided  in  public  pr. 
secutions,  have  violated  duty  and  morality.  Then  a  single  lawyer,  acting  i 
commonwealth's  attorney,  is  to  be  left  alone  to  maintain  the  public  peace  "acj 
the  public  security,  w  hatever  array  of  counsel  may  appear  in  the  defence.  The' 
the  reputation  and  character  of  innocent  persons  may  be  arraigned  and  assaile 
before  a  court  of  justice,  without  defence  or  protection.  Such  is  not  the  law,  nc 
the  practice  of  this  state;  and  if  the  law  instructor  of  Mr.  Christian  can  be  es 
cused  and  justified,  by  virtue  of  his  temporary  relation  to  him,  in  leaving  th 
bench  of  the  U.  S.  district  court,  and  taking  an  active  part  in  the  defence  as  hi 
advocate,  as  a  substitute  for  the  principal  counsel,  who  was  sick,  surely  he  muf' 
have  one  sided  views  of  duty  and  propriety,  who  should  deem  the  superintendeo 
of  this  institute,  considering  his  more  intimate  personal  relations  to  the  cadets,  a 
obnoxious  to  public  censure,  for  his  legitimate  effort  in  protecting  the  memory  o 
his  slain  pupil,  when,  hushed  in  the  sleep  of  death,  he  was  unable  to  speak  fo 
and  defend  himself.  The  superintendent  is  aware,  that  when  the  fate  of  a  vio 
lator  of  the  law  is  in  danger,  great  liberty  is  allowed  to  those  who  stand  up  in  hii 
defence.  But  the  public  peace  and  the  public  security  demand  that  the  rights  o; 
individuals  and  of  society  be  not  infringed  by  these  interested  views  of  duty. 

The  superintendent  is  gratified  to  be  able  to  state,  that  from  every  quarter  „, 
the  state  he  has  received  evidences  of  approbation  from  parents,  whose  sous,' be. 
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r  near  the  scene  of  danger  and  temptation,  were  to  them  the  object  of  peculiar 
ccitation.  All  seemed  to  apprehend,  that  in  the  heart  of  youthful  passion, 
ere  violence  would  have  resulted,  while  all  approved  the  measures  which  were 
leu  to  maintain  the  peace. 

The  matter  is  now  left  to  the  board   of  visitors.     Whatever  view  they  may 

te  of  it,  it  is  a  source  of  inexpressible   gratification   and  consolation  to   me  to 

:  )W,  that,  under  the  providence  of  God,  the  course,  which  I  deemed  it  my  duty 

c;ake,  resulted  in  maintaining  the  peace  and  quiet  of  the  institution,  and  saved 

I   exhibition   of  that   violence,  which,  in   almost  any  other  institution,  would 

le  resulted  from  such  a  tragedy  as  that  which  occurred  on  the  night  of  the 

,.h  January.     Had  the  superintendent  shrunk  from   a  duty  which  this  dreadful 

lastrophe  so  unexpectedly  threw  upon  him,  and  fatal  issues  had  resulted  from 

I  inaction,  parents  and  friends  might  well  have   charged  him  with  the  guilt  of 

man  Idood.     Public  opinion  would  have  rendered  the  same  verdict;  and  at  the 

of  his  own  conscience,  he  would  have  been  equally  condemned.     An  expe- 

iice  of  15  years  has  made  the  superintendent  somewhat  familiar  with  the  nature 

:'  extent  of  the  responsibility  involved  in  the  moral   and  educational  develope- 

cu  of  those  committed   to   his   charge,  but  never  before  had  he  realized  how 

[ch  of  personal  character  and  of  human  life  might,  under  an  emergency  like 

I  present,  be  thrown   upon  him.     The  experience  of  the  past  may  with  confi- 

•oe  he  appealed  to,  to  exhibit  with  what  care  the  rights  of  others  have  been 

nected  by  the  cadets  of  this  institution;   and,  if  faithful  to  their  duties  to  so- 

iy  and  their  obligation  to  this   institution,  they  pass  through  such  a  scene  as 

h  which  has  recently  occurred,  would  not  that  officer  be  faithless  to  his  duty  to 

fm.  faithless  to  his  duty  to  their  parents,  and  faithless  to  his  public  trust,  should 

ipei'mit  one  of  their  number  to  be  slain,  and  their  own  good  name  assailed, 

hout  using  all  legal  efforts  to  do  justice  to  both. 
■■ 
beg  leave  to  communicate  to  the  board  of  visitors  the  proceedings  of  the  4th 

?s  of  cadets,  admitted  last  July,  as  indicating  their  determination  to  abide  by 

f  maintain  the  proceedings  of  the  cadets  of  last  June,  reprobating  the  prac- 

,s  previously  existing,  in  the  maltreatment  of   the  new   cadets.     The  resolu- 

is  of  the  class  reflect  so  much  credit  upon  them,  that  they  are  worthy  of  being 

podied  in  the  annual  report  of  the  board. 

rORT    OF    THE    ORIGIX    A>'D    PROGRESS     OF    THE    VIRGINIA    MILITARY    I>'STITUTE. 

Jefore  closing  this,  my  15th  annual  report  of  the  operations  of  the  Virginia 
itary  institute,  it  may  be  gratifying  to  its  friends,  and  to  the  friends  of  educa- 
^  everywhere,  to  trace  its  progress,  from  its  rude  and  stormy  orij!;in,  to  the  re- 
ctability,  reputation  and  influence  which  it  now  enjoys.  Engaging  at  first  the 
prest  and  co-operation  of  a  few  friends  only,  and  upon  a  doubtful  and  untried 
feriment,  it  has  forced  its  way,  by  slow  and  certain  steps,  into  public  notice, 
sessing  at  home  the  confidence  and  support  of  the  people  of  our  state,  aad 
pying  abroad  a  reputation  equal  to  that  of  the  highest  of  our  American  insti- 
ons  of  learning. 

I'he  first  public  movement  towards  the. establishment  of  the  Virginia  military 
itute,  was  produced  by  a  discussion  in  the  Franklin  society  of  Lexington, 
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Virginia,  in  December  1834,  in  which  the  question  was  presented,  "Wheth< 
be  practicable  to  organize  the  Lexington  arsenal;  that  it  shall  preserve  its  j 
sent  character  and  uses  as  a  military  establishment,  and  be  at  the  same  tin 
literary  institution  for  the  education  of  youth." 

The  question  was  debated  during  two  sessions  of  the  society.     After  the 
discussion,  it  was  decided  unanimously  in  the  negative;  but  upon  a  more  full 
amination  of  the  subject,  at  the  second  discussion,  the  vote  was  unanimous  1 
the  scheme  was  practicable. 

In  the  summer  of  1835,  the  scheme  was  advocated  in  one  of   the  Lexing 
papers,  in  a  series  of  able  articles,  over  the  signature  of   "  Civis."     In  these 
tides,  the  question  was  fully  argued  as  to  the  advantages  likely  to  result  to  ( 
community  in  which  the  arsenal   was  located,   and   to  the  state  to  which  it  ■ 
longed.     They  advocated  the  establishment  of  a  military  school,  the  student! 
which  should  act  as  a  public  guard,   and  receive  their  "wages"  in  the  educaiii 
therein  furnished.     They  contemplated   also  the  admission  of   a  number  of   j 
students,  who,  from  the  advantages  of   a  military  discipline  of  the  institution) 
promoting  more  regular  habits,  and  the  invigoration  of  the  physical  constitut  i 
might  desire  to  enter  it,  at  their  own  expense,  in  preference  to  taking  the  us 
collegiate  course.     The  author  of  these  articles  was  John  T.  L.  Preston,  EsoJ 
citizen  of  Lexington,  and  now  professor  of  Latin  language  and  English  lit(i 
ture  in  the  institute. 

The  result  of  these  discussions  was  a  memorial  to  the  legislature,  in  the  wit, 
of  1835-6,  for  the  passage  of  a  law  authorizing  the  proposed  change  in  the  L 
ington  arsenal.     A  law  was  accordingly  passed,  March  22d,  1836,  reorganiz, 
the  Lexington  arsenal,   and  establishing  a    military   school  in   connection   fl 
Washington  college.     To  carry  into  effect  the  provisions  of  this  law,  the  $6,' 
formerly  appropriated  annually  to  the  support  of  the  guard  of  soldiers  statioij 
at  the  arsenal,  were  transferred  to  the  support  of  the  military  school.     This 
also  appropriated  the  Cincinnati  fund,  belonging  to  Washington  college,  to 
endowment  of  professorships.     The  state  or  regular  cadets   were  to  be  selec| 
from  the  different  senatorial  districts,  regard  being  had  to  the  pecuniary  condit 
of  the  applicants;  and   authority  was  given  to   the  board   of   visitors   to   ad 
other  students,  upon  such  terms,  as  to  tuition  and  time  of  service,  as  they  shoj 
prescribe. 

The  military  school,  thus  established,  was  to  be  a  "  part  and  branch  of  Wa 
ington  college."  The  first  board  assembled  in  Lexington,  August  9,  1837.  U( 
consulting  with  the  trustees  of  Washington  college,  it  appeared  that  the  lal 
were  unwilling  to  accept  the  military  school  as  a  "part  and  branch  of  Washi 
ton  college,"  upon  the  terms  stipulated  in  the  law.  They  were  willing  to  aff' 
reciprocal  advantages  to  the  cadets,  with  those  to  be  granted  to  the  students 
Washington  college,  but  they  denied  the  light  of  t1ie  legislature  to  make  the  C( 
nection  in  the  manner  contemplated,  without  their  consent. 

The  board  of  visitors  having  thus  failed  to  secure  the  Cincinnati  fund,  turt 
their  attention  to  the  condition  of  the  arsenal  buildings.     They  found  them  ii 
very  dilapidated  condition,  and   needing  indispensable  repairs.     Additional 
comraodations  were  also  required  for  the  professors,  officers  and  cadets;  a 
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||h  no  other  means  than  the  annuity  of  $6,000,  upon  which  there  would  stiil 
riain  the  charge  connected  with  the  public  guard  duty  imposed  upon  the 
liets,  it  seemed  to  them  impossible  to  organize  the  school.  They  accordingly 
lourned  without  doing  so;  and  in  their  report  to  the  governor,  strongly  recom- 
laded  an  appropriation  to  make  the  necessary  repairs  and  improvements,  that 
1  school  might  go  into  immediate  operation. 

The  plan  for  establishing  a  school,  in  connection  with  Washington  college, 
i/ing  failed,  a  law  was  passed  March  29th,  1839,  repealing  the  law  of  1836, 
il  establishing  an  independent  school  at  the  Lexington  arsenal,  to  be  called  the 
tirgiuia  Military  Institute;"  and  this  is  the  law  under  which  this  institution 
i(s  organized,  and  has  been  sustained  to  the  present  day.  It  made  no  additional 
propriation,  however,  for  the  purposes  called  for  by  the  first  board  of  visitors, 
♦  simply  transferred  to  the  support  of  the  military  institute  the  amount  previously 
propriated  to  the  public  guard.  It  constituted  the  officers  and  cadets  the 
ird  of  the  public  property;  defined  the  moral  and  physical  qualifications  of 
^licants  for  admission;  authorized  the  board  of  visitors  to  define  the  terms 
in  which  students  should  be  admitted,  and  to  make  such  repairs  as  were  indis- 
jsable  to  put  the  institution  into  operation.  It  lurther  empowered  the  visitors 
he  institute  and  the  trustees  of  Washington  college  to  enter  into  any  legal 
ingement,  by  which  the  students  at  the  arsenal  and  those  at  the  college  may 
^eciively  be  admitted  to  all  the  advantages  and  departments  of  instruction 
vided  for  at  either  place,  and  upon  such  terms  as  said  parties  shall  mutually 
•ulate,  and  which  terms  may,  from  time  to  time,  be  varied  or  revoked,  as  the 
ties  may  mutually  determine. 

Jnder  this  law,  the  board  of  visitors  met  May  30th,  1839,  and  atlopted  a  sys- 
J  of  regulations  for  the  government  of  the  Virginia  military  institute,  and 
pointed  the  present  incumbent  principal  professor.  They  also  authorized  such 
airs  and  additions  to  the  barracks  as  were  indispensable  to  put  the  instituiioa 
>  operation.  For  these  purposes,  a  debt  of  $4,500  was  assumed.  The  board 
^•isitors  again  met  September  10th,  1839 ;  and  having  previously  advertised 
j  applicants  to  be  admitted  as  cadets,  appointed  20  state  and  13  pay  cadets, 
pg  as  many  as  the  means  and  accommodation  of  the  institute  permitted  them 
hat  time  to  receive. 


n  the  11th  of  November  1839,  the  board  of  visitors  again  met.  Major  J.  T. 
^reston  was  appointed  professor  of  languages,  and  on  this  day  the  institute 
at  into  operation.  It  was  an  eventful  day— the  birthday  of  the  Virginia  mili- 
V  institute,  when  32  young  and  ardent  Virginians  relieved  the  band  of  hired 
liers  of  their  charge.  In  the  midst  of  a  heavy  fall  of  snow,  the  youthful  re- 
sentative  of  the  Fluvanna  district.  Cadet  J.  B.  Strange,  (now  the  distinguished 
Icipal  of  the  Norfolk  academy,)  took  his  post  as  the  first  sentinel  of  the  cadet 
rd. 

a  this  rapid  sketch  of  the  early  history  of  the  Virginia  military  institute,  it  is 
I  to  truth  as  well  as  to  justice  to  record,  that  for  the  initial  steps  towards  its 
anization,  for  the  untiring  energy  and  perseverance  with  which  the  subject 
^  brought  and  kept  before  the  public  mind  up  to  the  period  of  its  final  and 
imphant  establishment,  on  the  11th  November  1839,  the  credit  belongs  ex- 
sively  to  the  gentleman  first  named,  John  T.  L.  Preston,  Esq. 
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Major  Preston  is  then,  in  truth,  the  father  of  the  Virginia  military  instiH\ 
and,  by  his  unwavering  devotion  to  its  interests,  and  incessant  labors  in  its  behj 
as  a  professor,  he  has  justly  proved  himself  worthy  of  this  high  distinction. 

As  co-operating  with  him,  and  affording,  by  his  ability  and  eloquence,  mate' 
aid  in  the  incipient  movements  in  the  legislature,  the  late  Governor  Jar' 
McDowell  should  be  mentioned  ;  while  the  distinguished  representatives  of 
county  of  Rockbridge,  Gen.  C.  P.  Dorraan  and  Dr.  Alfred  Leyburn,  who, 
their  zeal  and  energy,  secured  the  passage  of  the  law  of  1839,  deserve  the  trib  i 
of  grateful  acknowledgment.  So  also  much  credit  is  due  to  Governor  D.  Can 
bell,  during  whose  administration  the  institute  went  into  operation,  for  the  m 
rest  with  which  he  seconded  the  recommendations  of  the  board  of  visitors. 

In  this  retrospect  of  the  early  days  of  the  Virginia  military  institute,  I  wo 
be  doing  a  violence  to  my  feelings,  did  I  fail  to  pay  a  passing  tribute  to  that  no; 
band  of  young  men,  who  endured  the  hardships  of  the  1st  class  admitted 
cadets.  The  winter  of  1839-40  is  a  memorable  one,  on  account  of  its  severi 
yet  severe  as  that  wnnter  was,  the  32  cadets  admitted  were  crowded  together  ij 
four  half  finished  rooms  of  the  old  soldiers'  barracks,  viz:  No.  1,  2,  5  and' 
So  miserably  defective  and  uncomfortable  were  these  quarters,  (they  had  no  r; 
to  them,)  that  I  was  finally  compelled  to  put  six  of  the  number  into  one  of  li 
log  cabins  which  we  now  use  for  lumber-houses.  The  lower  room  of  the  arse" 
was  our  mess  room,  and  was  used  without  fires.  No.  3  was  the  kitchen,  a 
Nos.  9,  10  and  11  were  used  by  the  steward's  family.  To  all  these  discomfo 
was  added  the  more  serious  one,  that  no  supply  of  fuel  had  been  furnished  ;  a 
a  heavy  fall  of  snow,  early  in  the  winter,  had  so  blocked  up  the  roads  that  tht 
was  great  difficulty  in  procuring  a  supply.  But  one  farmer  in  the  neighborho' 
could  haul  to  market,  and  to  him  an  advance  of  50  per  cent,  was  paid  for  1^ 
fuel  consumed  during  that  inclement  season. 

Our  recitations  were  held,  during  this  time,  in  one  of  the  log  cabins  before  ] 
ferred  to.     So  intense  was  the  cold  in  these   comfortless  rooms,  that  it  was  i 
possible  to  write  with  chalk  on  the  black   board.     Officers  and   cadets  were  hi, 
died  together  around  the  fire,  recitations  being  made  on  the  slate,  and  instructi 
conveyed   almost   exclusively  by  questions.     This  was   not   all.     No   supply 
clothing  or  military  equipments  had   been  laid  in.     The  cadets  Avere  dressed 
the  same  clothing  that  they  brought  with  them;   and  thus,  without  the  order 
system  of  a  fully  equipped  military  corps,  they  suffered  in  their  persons  from  t^ 
want  of  many  of  the  comforts  which  were  indispensable  to  those  who  were  e 
posed  on  duty  to   the  severity  of  such  a  winter.     It  is  not  to   be  supposed   tt 
these  hardships  were  endured  at  all  times  with  equal  complaisance.     This  wou 
be  to  expect  of  young  men,  who  had  left  the  comfort  of  their  homes  to  seek  an  ed 
cation  here,  believing  that  all  things  were  ready  for  this  purpose,  the  stoic  firt. 
ness  and  patient  endurance  of  men  of  advanced  yeai's.     There  were  times,  wbe 
from    the  severity  of  the   weather,  and   amid   the  exposure  to  which  they  we 
constantly  subject,  by  day  and   by  night,  that   the   stoutest  heart  momeutari 
quailed,  and  there  was  only  wanting  one  spirit  to  take  the  lead,  and  all  wou 
have  deserted  and  returned  to  their  homes.     That  such  thoughts  were  conceive 
by  some,  I  had  no  question;  and  this  is  made  manifest  by  the  fact,  that  the  sul 
ject  was  more  than  once  brought  to  the  notice  of  those  whom  I  regarded  as  mo 
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liiffected.  By  encouragements,  and  constant  appeals  to  their  pride  and  duty, 
ffons  of  Virginia,  to  stand  by  the  infant  institution  that  was  struggling  for  life, 
t  memorable  winter  of  1839-40  was  passed.  A  naore  glorious  spring  never 
csed  the  drooping  spirit  than  the  one  which  followed  that  winter.  Discontent 
I  distrust  were  soon  followed  by  contentment  and  an  animated  effort  to  give  to 
\i  institute  the  military,  scientific  and  literary  character  which  it  was  thought 
ih  a  school  ought  to  attain. 

foung  men  have  of  late  taken  much  gratification  in  sporting  Avith  "pZe6fS." 
^ly,  all  were  plebes  at  that  time.  The  captain  was  a  plebe.  The  adjutant  was 
.lebe.  Orderly  sergeant,  corporals — all  were  j/lebes  ;  yet,  plebes  as  they  were,  a 
fie  uoble  band  of  young  men  never  entered  this  school;  and  well  do  they  de- 
(ve  to  be  remembered  as  the  chivalric  pioneers,  by  whose  endurance  and  fidelity 
h  now  flourishing  institution  was  borne  through  its  days  of  trial  and  of  hard- 
h.  I  honor  that  band  of  young  men.  They  were  good  and  true  sons  of 
'ginia — every  one;  and  while  we  are  to  day  exulting  in  the  reputation  and 
luling  which  the  Virginia  military  institute  enjoys  throughout  our  state  and 
(  utry,  let  us  never  forget  the  noble  class  of  1839-40. 

Ve  had  scarcely  recovered  from  the  embarrassments  of  these  first  days  of  trial, 
jen  we  were  met  by  new  difficulties.  I  need  not  enter  into  the  details  of  these 
|ious  and  vexatious  annoyances,  arising  from  objections,  urged  by  different 
sons  and  parties,  to  the  internal  policy  of  the  institute.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that 
le  of  these  difficulties  exist  now.  Time  has  softened  away  the  opposition  by 
ich  we  were  surrounded,  and  has  confirmed  the  wisdom  and  justice  of  the 
jcy  which  has  controlled  its  government;  and,  at  the  present  day,  I  hazard 
e  in  saying,  that  the  Virginia  military  institute  stands,  in  these  respects,  upon 
etter  foundation  than  if  these  difficulties  never  had  existed.  Their  effect  has 
n  beneficial.  They  kept  us  jealous  over  our  actions,  and  thus,  doubtless, 
irded  us  against  many  rash  and  presumptuous  acts,  in  which  early  and  rapid 
sperity  might  have  involved  us. 

ks  soon  as  the  repairs  and  additions  to  the  old  barracks  had  been  completed, 
board  of  visitors  were  enabled,  on  the  opening  of  the  2d  session,  to  admit 
ae  forty  additional  pay  cadets.  The  early  popularity  of  the  school  caused  an 
indance  of  applications  on  this  foundation,  while  a  fund  was  thus  formed, 
tn  the  tuition  fees,  which  enabled  the  board  gradually  to  extinguish  the  debt 
lumed  in  the  building  operations.  During  this  session,  the  academic  and  mili- 
y  exercises  were  regularly  organized;  and,  considering  the  imperfect  means  at 
pmand,  the  year  was  passed  with  comparative  comfort.  It  became  manifest 
;he  board,  however,  that  the  duties  devolving  upon  the  superintendent  were 
atly  beyond  the  physical  capacity  of  a  single  individual,  embracing  as  they 
1,  besides  the  superintendence  of  the  institution,  the  entire  charge  of  the  de- 
|-tmeuts  of  mathematics  and  tactics,  and  the  duties  of  commandant  of  cadets, 
hough  without  a  single  dollar  upon  which  they  could  permanently  rely  as  a 
(port  for  such  an  officer,  they  determined  to  divert,  for  a  single  year,  $500 
na  the  sinking  fund  and  to  appoint  an  instructor  of  tactics  and  commandant  of 
lets.  Thos.  H.  Williamson,  Esq.,  of  Norfolk,  was  accordingly  appointed,  and 
ered  upon  the  duties  of  his  office,  in  connection  with  instruction  in  military 
I  civil  engineering  and  drawing,  in  August  1841,  at  a  salary  of  $  500.     The 
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professor  of  languages  was  then  receiving  $700.  On  the  8th  of  March  1^ 
the  legislature  appropriated  $1,500  annually,  from  the  surplus  revenue  of 
Literary  fund,  to  the  support  of  the  institute.  This  act  also  required  every  ca 
admitted  on  state  account,  "to  act  in  the  capacity  of  teacher  in  some  one  of 
schools  within  the  coramouAvealth,  for  the  term  of  two  years,  after  fiuishing, 
course  at  the  institute,  unless  excused  by  the  board  of  visitors." 

While  the  sura  appropriated  enabled  the  board  to  give  permanence  to 
office  which  they  had  recently  established,  and  to  place  the  salary  of 
professor  of  languages  upon  a  more  respectable  footing,  (although  $900,  w! 
out  quarters,  were  all  allowed  to  either  of  these  officers,)  the  provision! 
reference  to  the  duty  of  teaching,  on  the  part  of  the  state  cadet  graduates,  g; 
a  most  important  direction  to  the  future  destiny  of  the  Virginia  military  iustiti' 
It  Avas  the  first  step-  taken  by  the  state  to  provide  by  law  for  one  of  the  m 
pressing  wants  of  the  state,  in  its  educational  interests,  viz  :  the  raising  up^ 
our  midst  and  from  our  own  citizens,  the  native  teacher  for  our  schools,  and  \' 
first  suggested  in  the  report  of  Gen.  Wm.  H.  Richardson,  adjutant  general,  in! 
report,  Dec'r  1,  1841.  The  act  of  March  8,  1842,  made  the  Virginia  military  ' 
fititute,  in  a  word,  the  normal  school  of  the  state,  and  gave  a  tone  and  directioc 
the  educational  course  of  the  institute,  which  have  prevailed  ever  since..  Limil 
as  the  means  were  which  were  appropriated  to  so  important  an  object,  the  resi! 
have  already  been  felt  in  every  quarter  of  the  state.  The  last  annual  report, 
the  superintendent  contains  the  following  statement  of  facts  : 

"Already  we  have  prepared,  for  the  duties  of  life,  226  graduates.  One-h 
of  these  have  been  making  their  impress  upon  the  educational  interests  of  { 
state,  upwards  of  50  being  now  engaged  iu  the  duty  of  teaching.  Some  30  m( 
are  pressing  forward  the  interjial  improvements  of  the  state,  making  at  this  tii 
nearly  100  of  our  graduates,  who  are  lending  the  influence  of  their  talents  a 
education  to  the  developement  of  these  two  important  state  interests.  And  the 
are  Virginia  youths,  who  are  engaged  in  this  work.  What  a  reform!  It  is 
longer  a  reproach  to  a  Virginian  to  teach  in  our  schools,  and  to  labor  at  the  r 
of  the  engineer.  We  are  no  longer  dependent  upon  northern  teachers  and  nort 
ern  engineers ;  but  now,  with  the  co-operation  of  our  sister  state  institution 
learning,  we  are  sending  abroad  the  native  teacher  and  the  native  civil  engineer, 
form  the  mind  and  to  develope  the  resources  of  our  own  state." 

As  bearing  upon  the  same  point.  Col.  A.  V.  Brumly,  superintendent  of  tl 
Georgia  military  institute,  in  a  recent  report  to  the  governor  of  Georgia,  uses  tl 
following  language  : 

"In  a  recent  conversation  with  Major  James  F.  Cooper,  now  chief  engine« 
of  the  Memphis  and  Tennessee  river  railroad,  a  gentleman  well  known  in  Georgi: 
in  remarking  upon  the  importance  of  this  institution  to  the  state,  and  upon  tb 
practicability  of  our  teaching  fully  the  West  Point  course  of  studies,  he  stateJ 
that  he  has  under  him,  at  this  time,  two  graduates  of  the  Virginia  military  insti 
tute,  and  that,  as  mathematicians,  as  draftsmen  and  as  engineers,  he  can  see  nj 
difference  between  them  and  the  graduates  of  the  U.  S.  military  academy."        ' 

Col.  Brumly  and  Major  Cooper  are  both  graduates  of  West  Point;  and  Maj 


Doc.  No.  11.  .31 

SA.  Derby,  a  graduate  of  this  institute,  has  recently  joined  the  Georgia  military 
eitute,  as  professor  of  maiheraalics. 

'*i8  the  session  of  1841-2  would  close  the  course  of  the  1st  class,  the  legisla- 
j;,  by  the  act  of  February  14,  1842,  authorized  the  governor  of  the  state  and 
^visitors  and  faculty  of  the  institute  "to  confer  the  degree  of  graduate  of  the 
Hitute  upon  such  cadets  as  are  found  qualified  to  receive  it,  after  a  full  exami- 
;ion  upon  all  the  branches  of  the  arts  and  sciences  and  of  literature  that  are 
i^ht  at  the  institute." 

)u  the  4th  of  July  1842,  the  1st  graduating  day  of  the  Virginia  military  iusti- 
;•,  diplomas  were  publicly  awarded  to  16  members  of  the  Ist  class. 

'he  successful  operation  of  the  institute,  for  the  first  three  years  of  its  exist- 
le,  directed  public  attention  so  strongly  to  its  course  of  instruction  and  system 
government,  that  its  accommodations  were  insufficient  for  half  of  those  who 
re  applying  for  admission  as  pay  cadets.  This  fact  induced  the  board  of  visi- 
'i  to  authorize  a  contract  for  the  gradual  erection  of  additional  rooms,  the  cost 
tvhich.  estimated  at  $7,000,  would  be  met  by  the  accruing  income  from  the 
ion  fees  of  the  additional  pay  cadets  admitted.  By  this  arrangement,  the 
ps  of  cadets  was  increased  in  numbers,  from  60  to  120,  by  the  year  1846.  To 
vide  instruction  for  this  increased  number,  the  most  distinguished  graduates 
•e  from  time  to  time  selected  from  each  class  for  the  appointment  of  assistant 
fessors;  and  occasionally  the  best  scholars  in  the  1st  and  2d  classes  were  de- 
ed, on  duty,  as  acting  assistant  professors.  These  were  the  expedients  which 
essity,  from  limited  means,  forced  upon  us;  for,  up  to  this  time,  the  Virginia 
itary  institute  was  receiving  from  the  state  no  other  aid,  as  an  educational 
ool,  than  the  annuity  of  $  1,500  from  the  Literary  fund,  before  referred  to.  Up 
his  time  also,  the  institute  was  dependent  upon  Washington  college  fur  in- 
fction  iu  physical  sciences;  and  by  the  authority  of  the  act  of  1839,  reciprocal 
;ruction  was  furnished  by  the  institute  to  the  students  of  VV.  college  in  tactics. 

7he  enlarged  operations  of  the  institute,  and  the  realization,  on  the  part  of  W. 
ege,  of  the  donation  of  the  Cincinnati  society  of  Virginia,  suggested  the  pro- 
Jty  of  each  institution  providing,  within  its  own  walls,  for  the  instruction  em- 
ced  within  its  legitimate  course.  Much  inconvenience  and  occasional  conflict 
[  resulted  from  the  arrangement  which  had  been  entered  into  ;  and  in  1846,  it 
3  mutually  dissolved,  by  the  institute  appointing  Major  Wm.  Gilham,  a  gradu- 
of  the  U.  S.  military  academy,  professor  of  physical  sciences,  while  Wash- 
ton  college  assigned  the  department  of  tactics  to  one  of  its  own  professors. 

The  appointment  of  Major  Gilham  caused  a  reorganization  of  the  course  of 
:ruction  in  the  institute,  with  a  view  to  a  more  equal  distribution  of  labor 
ong  the  existing  professors.  To  Major  Williamson  was  assigned  the  depart- 
nts  of  military  and  civil  engineering,  architecture,  drawing  and  geography, 
1  to  Major  Gilham,  the  departments  of  natural  philosophy  and  chemistry,  and 
dut'es  of  commandant  of  cadets  and  instructor  of  tactics. 

To  support  this  professorship,  the  legislature,  at  the  session  of  1846-7,  appro- 
ated  the  sum  of  $  1,000,  annually. 

[Jpon  this  basis,  the  departments  of  instruction  were  conducted,  until  1849, 
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when  the  department  of  languages,  which  embraced  Latin,  French  and  En^j 
together  with  English  literature,  was  subdivided,  and  the  department  of  Fr<| 
was  organized,  and  assigned  to  R.  E.  Colston,  Esq.,  a  graduate  of  the  instil'^ 
who  had  discharged  the  duties  of  assistant  to  Major  Preston  since  his  gradua 
in  1846.  The  provision  for  his  salary,  fixed  at  $500  and  subsequently  augraei 
to  $650,  was  derived  from  the  tuiTion  fees  of  the  pay  cadets ;  and  upon  this  b|j 
has  the  support  of  this  officer  been  maintained  up  to  the  present  time. 

The  Virginia   military  institute,  in  its  progress  of  10  years,  had  fully  dertl 
strated  the  practicability  of  engrafting  the  military  system  upon  a  state  colli 
Commencing  upon  a  new  and  untried  experiment,  many  adverse  circumstai 
operated  against  it.     AVith  no   means  at  its  command,  but  the  annuity  form 
allowed  to   the  arsenal  guard,  (which  was  still  charged  with  the  support  of 
cadet  guard,)  and  th.e  annuity  of  $2,500,  it  had  nevertheless  so  entirely  sect 
the  confidence  of  the  authorities  of  the  state,  that  the  legislature,  in  March  It 
to  give  jjermanence  to  the  school,  and  at  the  same  time  to  provide  quarters  for 
officers  and  cadets,  corresponding  with  the  high  character  which  the  institute 
assumed,   appropriated  $46,000   for  the   reconstruction  of  the  cadets'  barra< 
and  the  erection  of  two   professors'  houses.     This  sum  was   further  increase* 
1852,  by  the  sum  of  $  30,000,  for  heating,  gas  and  washing   arrangements; 
again,  in  1854,  by  $20,000,  for  completing  the  work  already  begun,  and  erect 
a  new  mess  hall. 

This  liberal  provision  on  the  part  of  the  state  released  the  sinking  fund  fi'i 
the  charge  of  providing  quarters  for  the  cadets,  and  enabled  the  board,  in  18j 
to  subdivide  the  duties  of  Major  Giiham,  by  separating,  into  one  department,  j 

chair  of  natural  philosophy.  i 

i 

In  March  1851,  they  accordingly  appointed  Major  Thos.  J.  Jackson,  a  graduj 
of  the  U.  S.  military  academy,  to  this  office,  and  assigned  to  him,  at  the  sal 
time,  the  duties  of  instructor  of  artillery. 

The  number  of  state  cadets,  originally  limited  by  the  means  of  the  institute 
20,  was  gradually  increased  to  27,  the  additional  7  being  supported  by  the  tuit. 
fees  of  the  pay  cadets.  i 

In  1848-9,  the  legislature  appropriated  $710,  annually,  for  the  support  o: 
more,  so  as  to  allow  one  state  cadet  to  each  of  the  32  senatorial  districts,  it 
■which  the  state  was  then  divided. 

'^  The  first  step  towards  the  erection  of  a  library  for  the  Virginia  military  institi 
was  in  a  recommendation  of  the  state  librarian.  Gen.  W.  H.  Richardson,  Decet 
ber  31st,  1839.  In  this  report,  he  recommended  to  the  committee  on  the  st?, 
library  to  appropriate  the  debt  due  from  the  library  to  the  literary  fund,  for  t 
purpose  of  providing  a  library  for  the  Virginia  military  institute.  He  al, 
advised,  that  those  works,  of  which  there  were  duplicates  in  the  state  librai 
together  "  with  the  maps,  and  a  portion  of  the  books  which  constitute  the  libra, 
fund,  might  at  once  be  furnished  as  the  foundation  for  such  a  library  as  the  mi 
tary  institute  will  require."  This  recommendation  produced  no  immediate  effeil 
except  the  distribution  of  the  maps  and  duplicates. 

In  his  next  annual  report,  Dec'r  31, 1840,  the  state  librarian,  Gen'l  Richardse 
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liD  pressed  the  recommendation  of  the  previous  year.     He  says,  "But  the 

fiblishment  of  the  Virginia  military  institute,  upon  principles  which  make  it 

Isntially  a  part  of  the  system  of  public  education  by  the  state,  will,  I  suppose, 

jcousidered  an  enlargement  of  the  claims  upon  the  fund  set  apart  for  that  pur- 

ife.     It  is  not  at  all  probable,  however,  that  the  institute  will  require  more  of 

t  fund  than  a  very  short  period  will  supply,  and  that  without  taking  a  dollar 

\a  the  common  schools.     It  is  advancing  rapidly  in  reputation  and  usefulness, 

Q  beyond  the  most  sanguine  anticipations  of  its  projectors  and  friends,  and  in 

Toportionate   degree   attracting  more   and   more  of  the  public  attention   and 

fideuce,  so  that  the  public  expectation  appears  to  unite  with  the  policy,  long 

e  adopted  by  the  legislature,  in  regard  to  the  system  of  public  education,  in 

ug  the  claims  of  this  the  first  school  of  the  state,  to  be  placed  upon  the  most 

jantageous  ground  consistent  with  the  means  of  the  state  properly  applicable 

his  purpose.     In  this  view   of  the   subject,  I  beg  respectfully  to  renew  the 

position,  in  my  last  annual  report,  in  regard  to  the  establishment  of  a  library 

the  military  institute,  out  of  the  debt  due  from   the  library  to  the  literary 

It  is  certainly  an  appropriation  within  the  spirit  of  that  to  the  common 

ols,  and  with   this   great  advantage,  that  here   the  system  of  education  is 

ough  and  complete;  here  are  assembled  pupils  from  every  quarter   of  the 

,  who,  as  their  studies  are  completed,  will  carry  with  them,  to  their  homes, 

treasures  of  science,  literature  and  the  arts.     Nor  can  such  an  application  of 

surplus  fund  be  justly  considered  as  a  donation.     It  is,  in  truth,  but  a  transfer 

i  one  public  institution  to   another,  leaving  the  transfer,  at  the  same  time,  as 

h  under  the  control  of  the  legislature  as  it  is  at  present." 

he   committee   on   the   library   reported  a  bill  varying   somewhat  from   this 

mmendatiou,  and  it  was  finally  passed  March  18,  1841,  by  w  hich  $  SOU  a  year 

five  years  were  directly  appropriated  from  the  library  fund,   to  purchase  a 

^ry  fur  the  institute.     By  this  appropriation,  by  donations  from  time  to  time 

ndividuals,  and  by  the  public  documents  furnished  by  the  congress  of  the 

ed  States,  through  the  kind  offices  of  Hon.  John  Letcher,  the  library  of  the 

tute  now  reaches  some  4,000  volumes. 

I 

pon  the  recommendation  of  Gen'l  Richardson,  the  sura  of  $2,500  was  also 

[opriated,  in   1848,  from    the   surplus  of  the   library   fund,   to   purchase   the 

)sophical  and  chemical  apparatus. 

ue  superintendent  would  be  unfaithful  to  duty,  as  well  as  to  friendship,  did  he 
thus  particularly  to  acknowledge  the  debt  of  gratitude  which  the  institute 
3  to  this  faithful  public  servant. 

sn'l  Richardson  became  a  member  of  the  board  of  visitors  in  1841,  by  his 
lintment  as  adjutant  general.  From  the  moment  of  his  appointment,  to  the 
ml  day,  he  has  been  unwavering  in  his  exertions  in  behalf  of  the  institute, 
.tever  has  been  done  on  the  part  of  the  state  for  its  library,  philosophical  and 
liical  apparatus,  may  be  traced  to  his  suggestions  and  good  offices.  He  also 
red  for  the  institute,  after  immense  labor  and  long  correspondence,  the  beau- 
battery  and  muskets  noAV  used  by  the  cadets  ;  and  for  the  period  of  fourteen 
b,  during  which  he  has  l)een  in  official  connection  with  the  institute,  he  has 
r  missed  a  single  annual  meeting  of  the  board,  while  his  official  correspon- 
e  with  the  superintendent's  office  has  averaged  nearly  a  letter  per  week  du- 
this  period. 
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In  1846-7,  a  most  valuable  collection  of  minerals  was  presented  to  the  iuatil 
by  Col.  P.  St.  Geo.  Cocke,  in  the  name  of  his  deceased  brother,  J.  H.  Cocke, 
Esq.,  to  whom  they  belonged.  This  i  resent  derived  additional  interest  frooj 
fact,  that  the  discovery  of  the  liiiiestoue  of  this  valley,  as  possessing  hydr? 
properties,  was  made  by  Mr.  Cocke;  and  his  intelligent  investigations  led  to 
establishment  of  mills  for  the  preparation  of  the  cement,  afterwards  usedj 
the  James  river  and  Kanawha  canal. 

The  library  of  the  institute  is  also  indebted  to  Col.  Philip  St.  George  Co 
for  a  full  length  portrait  of  the  superintendent  of  the  institute,  and  a  portra' 
Gen']  Corbin  Braxton,  long   president  of  the  board  of  visitors,  both  of  w  1| 
were  formally  presented  to  and  received  by  the  board  of  visitors,  in  July  185 

The  society  of  alumni  of  the  institute  have  just  caused  a  portrait  of  Gen, 
H.Richardson   to  be   painted;   and    it  will   be   presented  to  the  institute  in  t  rh 
name,  during  the  present  session  of  the  board.  / 

All  of  these  paintings  are  the  work  of  a  distinguished  Virginia  artist,  fiHj 

Hubard,  Esq.,  and  are  deposited  in  the  new  library  room,  just  completed. 

U-^  .      .  .  .      • 

When  the  institute  was  first  established,  the  supplies  of  books,  clothing, 

for  the  cadets,  were   purchased   by  the  cadets   themselves,  upon   the  order  of 

superintendent,  from  the  stores  in  Lexington.     The  inconvenience  resulting  fi 

the  cadets  going  so  far  to  purchase  indispensable  articles,  and   the  evil  resuli 

from   their  exposure  to   imposition   by  unprincipled   men,  who  are  always  to 

found   near   public   institutions,  and    by  whom   the   superintendent's   orders  v, 

often  commuted  for  contraband  supplies,  induced  the  board   of  visitors,  in  li 

to  establish  a  department  of  supplies  in  the  insiitute.     From  this  source,  all 

supplies  of  the  cadets  are  provided,  the  main  feature  of  the  establishment  bf 

to  furnish  good  and  uniform  articles  to  the  cadets,  without  expense  or  profil 

the  institute. 

The  successful  operation  of  the  quartermaster's  department  induced  the  bo 
of  visitors,  in  1849,  to  authorize  the  arrangement  of  the  cadets'  commons  U|] 
the  same  basis.  Previously,  the  steward  boarded  the  cadets,  at  a  fixed  rate  ' 
month  for  each.  Upon  the  new  system,  the  institute  itself  became  the  purveji 
and  employed  a  steward  at  a  fixed  salary,  charging  each  cadet  with  the  act 
cost  of  the  expense  incurred.  The  new  arrangement  has  given  universal  sa, 
faction,  and  affords  the  very  best  security  for  the  quality  and  cleanliness  of  fo] 
in  this  difficult  department  of  all  public  schools. 

In  1848,  a  small  detached  building  was  erected  for  an  hospital,  the  state  hav 

given  $1,000  for  this  purpose.     The   actual  cost  of  the   building,  with  its  out 

was  $2,000,  the  additional  amount  being  supplied  by  the  contingent  fund  of  ' 

/.        I 
institute.     Much  inconvenience  had  previously  existed,  from  the  want  of  sucl! 

building,  in  cases  of  sickness  ;   and  great  comfort  has  resulted  from  it.     It  is  g 

tiffing  to  state,  however,  that  only  four  deaths  have  occurred,  among  the  cade 

from  disease,  in  the  15  years  that  the  institution  has  been  in  operation,  while  i 

general  health  of  the  cadets  has  been   good.     The  healthiness  of  the  Iocati< 

combined  with  the  regular  habits  and  military  exercises  of  the  institution,  ha 

doubtless  contributed,  in  a  great  degree,  to  these  results,  while  the  remarkal 

exemption  from  fatality  is  a  high  commendation  to  the  skill  of  Dr.  H.  M.  Est 
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V)  has  discharged  the  duty  of  surgeon  to  the  institute  since  the  11th  November 
.O. 

he  military  exercises  of  the  institution  have  been  based  upon  the  most  tho- 
o^h  practical  instruction  in  infantry  and  artillery  tactics ;  and  the  proficiency 
if  he  cadets  in  the  infantry  drill,  especially,  \fi\\  compare  most  favorably  with 
h battalion  of  cadets  of  the  U.  S.  military  academy. 

irom  the  want  of  horses,  the  artillery  practice  has  been  mainly  confined  to  the 
poual  of  the  piece,  and  to  such  simple  movements  as  could  be  effected  by  the 
jists  themselves,  by  the  use  of  drag  ropes. 

hort  as  is  the  career  of  the  institute,  its  graduates  have  been  already  called 
|n  to  test  the  efficiency  of  their  military  instruction,  in  actual  service  in  the 
liican  war.  The  Virginia  regiment  of  volunteers  in  that  war  was  largely 
if  ered  by  graduates  and  ex-cadets  of  the  institute,  while  others  sought  and  ob- 
a  ed  appointments  in  the  regular  service. 

he  reports  of  the  military  commanders  embrace  most  creditable  mention  of 

my  of  those  who   had   opportunities   of  distinction.     Major  A.  C.  Cummiugs 

r   brevetted  for  his  gallant  conduct  at  the  National  bridge,  at  which  place  he 

r    severely  wounded.     Lt.  J.  E.  Slaughter  and  Lt.  D.  S.  Lee  were  also  bre- 

eeo,  and  Lt.  Slaughter  was   retained  in  the  U.  S.  service  on  the  disbanding  of 

bten  regiments  raised  for  ihe  war.     Dr.  C.  P.  Deyerle  was  specially  noticed  in 

report  of  Gen.  Scott,  for  his  gallant  and  faithful  service  during  the  whole  of 

operations  in  the  valley  of  Mexico.     Capt.  H.  L.  Shields,  a  graduate  of  the 

5.  M.  A.,  but  for  two  years  a  cadet  here,  was  also   brevetted  for  gallant  con- 

t.     Lts.  Isaac  Smith,  R.  Ross  and  B.  D.  Fry  rendered  efficient  service  in  the 

ey  of  Mexico. 

1  its  discipline  the  Virginia  military  institute  has  endeavored  to  follow,  to  the 
jst  extent,  the  admirable  system  of  the  U.  S.  military  academy. 

ommenciug  Avith  the  main  feature  of  responsibility,  as  attaching  to  every  cadet 
every  officer  in  his  legitimate  sphere  of  duty,  the  authority  of  the  institution 
laintained,  by  penalties  attached  to  every  species  of  violation  of  orders  or  ne- 
t  of  duty.  These  penalties  embrace  demerit  marks,  ranging  from  1  to  10, 
St,  confinement  to  room,  barracks,  or  the  institute  limits,  extra  tours  of  guard 
r,  reprimand  and  dismissal. 

Ithough  the  offences  punished  by  demerit  may  not  include  a  single  moral  de- 
lency,  they  indicate  very  clearly  the  spirit  in   which   a  cadet  attends  to  his 

;  and  if  so  multiplied  that  the  demerit  exceeds  100,  by  the  1st  January,  or 

in  any  one  year,  the  cadet  is  ipso  facto  dismissed. 

^itb  all  these  sanctions,  discipline  could  not  be  maintained  fully,  did  not  deme- 
perate  upon  class  standing.  To  impress,  therefore,  upon  the  minds  of  young 
,  the  great  importance  of  conduct,  in  securing  success  in  life,  and  especially 
Hard  them  against  trifling  deviations  from  duty,  the  conduct,  as  indicated  by 
umber  of  demerit,  constitutes  one  of  the  main  elements  in  determining  the 
jral  merit  of  each  cadet — an  importance  being  attached  to  it,  equal  with  that 
gned  to  any  department  of  study  in  the  institute. 
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While  this  system  of  discipline  is  that  generally  existing  in  military  institutiji 
and  can  be  more  successfully  carried  out  by  them,  it  is  not  peculiar  to  them.  H 
successful  experiment  at  the  institute  has  induced  many  of  the  colleges,  acii). 
mies  and  high  schools  to  adopt,  as  far  as  was  practicable,  the  same  system;  d 
whenever  it  has  been  fairly  tried,  it  has  been  invariably  satisfactory. 

The  military  institute,  being  a  state  institution,  no  religious  test  or  qualifica  n 
attaches  to  it,  nor  is  any  preference  given  to  one  sect  over  another.  Still,  the^i. 
^ulations  prescribe  appropriate  religious  duties  for  the  Sabbath,  and  these  reg  i- 
tions  are  most  carefully  enforced.  These  duties  embrace  a  compulsory  attende'e 
at  church  at  least  once  on  the  Sabbath.  Those  who  are  members  of  the  chi  h 
are  permitted  to  attend  the  church  to  which  they  belong.  All  others  are  marcl  1, 
in  the  companies  to  which  they  belong,  to  the  various  churches  in  Lexington  n 
succession. 


The  order  of  attendance  is  as  follows : 


A  Company.  B  Company 


1st  Sunday  in  each  month,  -  Presbyterian.  Baptist. 

2nd         "         "  "        _  _  Episcopal.  Presbyter  u 

3rd         "         "  »        -  .  Baptist.  Methodisil 

4th  "         '*  "        -  -  Methodist.  Episcopal 

At  the  afternoon  and  night  services,  the  cadets  are  permitted  to  attend  chury 
at  their  discretion.  In  addition  to  these  arrangements,  the  ministers  of  a 
churches  in  Lexington  are  authorized  and  invited  to  visit  the  cadets,  and  hold  - 
ligious  meetings  with  them,  in  their  own  or  public  rooms,  at  such  times  as  r  ? 
not  interfere  with  the  regular  duties  of  the  institution. 

Each  class  of  the  cadets  also  recites,  every  Sabbath,  to  one  of  the  professors  i 
the  Bible,  the  evidences  of  Christianity  or  natural  theology,  all  distinctive  deno  - 
national  views  being  carefully  guarded  against  by  the  professors. 

In  addition  to  these  exercises,  meetings  for  prayer  and  religious  instruction  h '3 
been  statedly  held  four  or  five  times,  each  week,  the  attendance  on  the  same  be  5 
voluntary. 

V  Soon  after  the  organization  of  the  institute,  I  became  convinced  of  the  imj:  - 
tance  of  directing  the  attention  of  the  cadets  to  the  cultivation  of  public  spe  - 
ing,  &c.,  and  to  this  end,  suggested  the  propriety  of  their  forming  a  liter  7 
society  among  themselves.  At  first  they  seemed  reluctant  to  undertake  such  l 
enterprise.  They  had  not  a  single  book  upon  which  to  commence,  as  the  b;? 
of  a  library.  They  had  no  hall  suitable  for  the  meetings  of  such  a  society,  il 
altogether,  the  enterprize  seemed  to  promise  so  little,  that  with  great  reluctaui 
the  society  was  at  last  formed,  in  the  winter  of  1839-40,  and  was  called  ) 
"  Society  of  Cadets." 

Their  meetings  were  held,  first  in  one  room  and  then  in  another  of  the  b- 
racks,  as  was  convenient — the  society  changing  the  place  of  holding  its  delibe - 
tions,  as  did  the  classes  their  places  of  having  their  recitations. 

The  society  of  cadets  has  continued  in  operation  to  the  present  day,  and  \^  5 
great  interest  and  success.     For  some  years,  their  sessions  were  held  in  the  ro  i 
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,,  as  a  drawing  academy,  over  the  old  mess  hall.  Then,  the  erection  of  a  new 
^over  the  old  gun-house  gave  better  accommodations  for  their  rapidly  increas- 
Dumbers.  Here,  their  meetings  were  held,  until  they  moved  into  the  hand- 
Kc  hall  provided  for  them  in  the  new  barracks.  This  hall  they  have  fitted  up 
j,  great  taste  and  comfort,  at  an  expense  of  $1,200.  It  is  handsomely  car- 
ed; is  provided  with  cushioned  seats,  and  is  lighted  with  gas,  from  a  hand- 
re  suspended  chandelier.  Their  library  contains  600  volumes,  and  their  hall  is 
•iraenied  with  the  portraits  of  two  members  of  a  former  board  of  visitors,  and 
L-  of  the  professors,  and  with  a  painting  of  the  coat  of  arms  of  Virginia. 

I  1843,  the  increased  size  of  the  corps  of  cadets  suggested  the  propriety  of 
hdiug  the  society  of  cadets,  and  organizing  a  new  society.  Some  eight  or  nine 
itahers  of  the  old  society  brought  the  subject  before  the  superintendent;  and 
che  28th  October  1848,  an  order  was  issued  by  the  superintendent,  authorizing 
I,et8  S.  Garland,  R.  Gatewood,  G.  P.  Terrill,  I.  H.  Estes,  F.  W.  Cox  and 
'j.s.  O.  Benton  to  organize  a  new  society,  to  be  called  the  "Virginia  Dialectic 
.iety  of  Cadets"— its  anniversary  to  be  held  on  the  11th  November,  the  same 
i  fixed  for  the  society  of  cadets,  and  corresponding  with  the  date  of  the^rgani- 
son  of  the  institute. 

:eside3  those  above  named,   Messrs.  E.  T.   Fristoe,  J.  G.  Paxton,  W.  Y.  C. 
[Ties,  H.  Caniugton,  J.  E.  Blankenship,  J.  C.  xAIayo,  Jos.  Mayo,  T.  R.  Thorn- 
j  J.  L.  White  and  W.  F.  Lee,  have  been  among  the  most  conspicuous  in  pro- 
j  ing  its  success, 
s  meetings  were  held  in  one  of  the  section  rooms  over  the  old  mess  hall, 

I I  they  were  put  in  possession  of  the  handsome  hall  provided  for  them  in  the 
(  barracks.  This  hall  they  have  fitted  up  in  a  neat  and  comfortable  manner. 
;■  floor  is  neatly  carpeted;  the  room  is  supplied  with  cushioned  seats,  and  is 
ited  with  gas,  from  a  handsome  chandelier.  The  number  of  volumes  in  the 
•arv  is  272,  and  their  present  membership  is  48. 

)n  the  4th  July  1842,  the  1st  graduating  day  of  the  institute,  the  members 
>l  be  graduating  class  met  in  the  hall  of  the  society  of  cadets,  and  organized 
t-nselves  into  an  "Alumni  Military  Association."  W.  M.  Elliott  was  chosen 
)>ic!ent,  and  W.  D.  Fair,  secretary.  This  association  was  continued  and  in- 
iiHsed  from  year  to  year,  by  the  graduates  of  each  succeeding  class,  until  July 

3.  In  their  annual  meeting  that  year,  the  preamble  of  a  new  constitution, 
\^  adopted,  states  : 

Whereas  the  alumni  of  the  Virginia  military  institute,  not  only  desirous  of 
;ljwiug  every  possible  interest  around  their  annual  meetings,  in  which  they 
i;t  to  recal  bygone  memories,  and  renew  old  associations,  but  also  deeply  inte- 
•(  ed  in  the  prosperity  of  their  alma  mater,  and  desirous  of  effecting  something, 

III  body,  towards  her  increased  usefulness  and  renown,  are  fully  convinced  that  a- 
Ire  complete  organization  is  necessary  to  their  efficient  action." 

^  new  constitution  was  then  adopted,  and  additional  interest  given  to  their 
Betings.  Among  other  things,  contemplated  by  this  society,  has  been  the  lau- 
3 lie  effort  to  establish  one  or  more  scholarships  at  the  Virginia  military  insti- 
lls: and  funds  have  been  contributed,  and  are  now  annually  augmented  for  this 
ppose.  The  society  is  annually  represented,  by  a  speaker,  during  the  graduat- 
exercises  of  the  institute.  ^ 
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For  the  first  ten  years,  we  were  dependent,  for  military  music,  upon 
colored  men,  who  discharged,  at  the  same  time,  the  duties  of  general  police  nji 
More  recently  we  have  attempted  to  enlist  white  men  for  this  duty;  but  no  jiji 
vision  being  made  by  law  for  their  support,  we  have  had  to  rely  upon  the  prfjJ 
rious  method  of  hiring  such  men  as  could  be  obtained.  The  wages  of  the  mi{« 
are  paid  from  the  contingent  fund  of  the  institute,  and  this  fund  is  insufficienji 
authorize  the  support  of  more  than  three  field  musicians.  \H: 

u 
As  the  board  of  visitors  of  the  Virginia  military  institute  is  also  aboard  of  cjai 

trol,  the  character  and  efficiency  of  the  institute  have  been  dependent,  in  an  i* 

portaut  degree,  upon  the  faithful  discharge  of  laborious  and  trying  duties  on  tii 

part.  Ijl 

This  record  of  the. history  of  the  institute  would  be  most  imperfect,  did  I  1 
to  state  the  services  of  those  worthy  gentlemen,  who  have,  from  year  to  yt]f 
met  here  to  control  the  destiny  of  this  institution.  Their  duties  have  been,  at'j. 
times,  laborious.  At  their  annual  meetings,  their  daily  sessions,  in  general  mt- 
ing,  or  in  committees,  have  rarely  occupied  less  than  ten  hours  for  two  wee  ; 
and  I  would  here  acknowledge,  with  gratitude,  the  cordial  co-operation  tha[ 
have,  at  all  times,  received  from  them,  in  the  various  and  delicate  duties  whi 
have  fallen  upon  me,  during  a  superintendence  of  15  years. 

Appended  to  this  history,  is  a  list  of  the  members  of  the  board  for  each  y  ■ 
from  1839  to  1854. 

Official  relations  to  the  president  of  the  board,  as  the  organ  of  the  board,  i\ 
as  possessing,  under  the  regulations,  special  duty  and  authority,  in  the  discipl 
of  the  institute,  have  necessarily  brought  me  into  more  intimate  contact  with  \ 
than  with  the  other  members  of  the  board.  How  much  of  material  aid,  by  adv 
and  judicious  counsel,  I  have  received  from  Col.  C.  Crozet,  Gen.  P.  C.  Johnsti 
the  late  lamented  Gen.  Corbin  Braxton,  Col.  Philip  St.  George  Cocke,  and 
gentleman  who  now  presides  with  so  much  satisfaction  over  the  deliberationsj 
the  board.  Gen.  F.  M.  Boykin,  the  records  of  the  institute  most  fully  attest. 

To  these  gentlemen,  as  presidents  of  the  board  of  visitors,  and  their  associ? 
members,  the  state  Owes  a  debt  of  gratitude,  for  the  gratuitous  labors  which  tb 
have,  from  year  to  year,  discharged,  in  their  efforts  to  build  up  this  favored 
stitution  of  our  good  old  commonwealth. 

Although  special  mention  is  made  of  Governor  Campbell,  under  whose  { 
ministration  the  institute  went  into  operation,  every  governor,  who  has  beenj 
office  since  its  organization,  has  manifested  marked  interest  for  it,  and  has  giv 
the  fullest  evidence,  by  public  messages,  and  otherwise,  of  appreciation  of  I 
value  to  the  state. 

Appended  to  this  report,  is  a  list  of  those  who  have  filled  the  executive  cha 
and  have  been  ex-officio  inspectors  of  the  Virginia  military  institute  since  1839» 
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'he  following  table  exhibits  the  entire  amount  appropriated,  by  the  state,  to 
t Virginia  military  institute,  since  its  organization  in  1839: 

Appropriations  for  Support  of  Virginia  Military  Institute. 

^  .  -  ^  -  -  6000 

0,  -  -  -  -  -  6000 

1,  -  .  -  '   -  -  6000 
^2,  -  -  -  -  -  7500 

7500 
7500 
7500 
7500 
8500 
8500 
9210 
9210 
9210 
9210 
9210 
9210 


Total  support  for  16  years,  - 
luct  support  of  the  guard  to  arsenal,  as  chargeable  to  state,  at 
6000  per  annum,  _  _  -  - 

al  support  of  Virginia  military  institute,  as  an  educational  school, 
Hal  to  annual  charge  to  the  state,  of  only  8  1985. 

Special  Appropriations. 

iuilding  arsenal  wall,         _  -  -  - 

s  hall  and  supply  of  water,  _  _  - 

Jipital,               -                     -  -  -  - 

I^aziue,             _                      -  -  -  - 

rary,                _                     -  -  -  - 

^iosophical  apparatus,         _  -  -  - 

)erintendent's  quarters,     -  -  -  " 

V  barracks,     -                      -  -  ~  " 
iting,  lighting,  washing,  &c. 
npleting  barracks  and  new  mess  hall, 

Total  for  16  years, 

Recapitulation. 

al  support  of  the  Virginia  military  institute  for  16  years, 

al  special  appropriations,  _  -  -  -  - 


127760 

96000 
$31760 


250 

4500 

1000 

1000 

2500 

2500 

4500 

46000 

30000 

20000 

$112250 


31,760 
112,250 


al  cost  of  the  Virginia  military  institute  to  the  state  since  its  organi- 
\tion,  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  S  144,010 

ual  to  about  $  9000  per  annum. 
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The  number  of  graduates,  to  4th  July  1854,  inclusive,  is  240,  embracing 
classes  that  have  graduated,  averaging,  annually,  a  fraction  over"  18  gradual 
Each  graduate,  therefore,  receives,  from  the  annuity  of  the  state,  $  110  28.     ^! 
state  cadet  graduate  of  course  receives  this  sum,  in  addition  to  what  he  recei 
for  bis  service  as  a  member  of  the  public  guard.     If  we  include  the  interest 
the  special  appropriations,  (although  it  would  not  be  just  to  charge  the  gradua 
prior  to  1850,  with  the  investment  made  in  the  public  buildings  since  that  tii 
nor  indeed   to  charge  the   full  amount  of  these   -permanent  improvements,  whij 
besides  adding  to  the  accommodations  for  all  time  to  come,  afford  facilities  foi! 
larger  proportion  of  graduates,)  this  sum  of  $  110  28  has  to  be  augmented  by 
sum  of  S  374  16,  making  the  sum  of  $  484  44,  which  the  state  gives  as  a  homd 
each  cadet  who   graduates   at  the  Virginia   military  institute.     This  calculate 
takes  the  most  unfavorable  view  possible  against  the  institute;  and  the  resi 
would   be  materially  lessened,  if  allovvaace  were  made  for  the  exceptions  abi 
stated.     It  will  certainly  be  yearly  diminishing,  and  will  not,  upon  a  fair  estims 
exceed  $250.     This  sum  is  of  course  independent  of  the  amount  paid  by  es 
cadet  for  his  tuition  and  personal  expenses.     The  object  has   been  to  shew 
cost  to  the  state  of  each  graduate  of  the  Virginia  military  institute. 

To  estimate  properly  the  result  which  is  here  presented,  and  which  is  ba 
upon  authentic  data,  it  would  be  very  desirable  to  compare  it  with  that  of  1 
other  institutions  of  the  state  and  country.  I  have  been  unable,  however,  to  pi 
cure  any  sufficient  data  upon  which  to  base  any  satisfactory  comparison.  Pre 
dent  Wayland  of  Brown  University,  in  reference  to  this  matter,  remarks.  "It  i, 
remarkable  fact,  especially  among  such  people  as  those  of  New  England,  tl 
colleges  are  the  only  corporations  entrusted  with  funds,  either  by  public  or  privi 
liberality,  which  are  not  required  to  make  an  annual  exhibit  of  their  property,  a 
the  mode  in  which  it  is  appropriated.  The  receipts  and  disbursements,  even  oJ 
mite  society,  are  always  made  public ;  but  of  the  colleges  of  New  England,  tht 
is  but  one  that  publishes  its  treasurer's  report." 

Might  not  the  state  of  Virginia,  in  exercising  its  right  of  visitation,  require  t 
colleges  of  the  state  to  make  an  annual  report  of  their  receipts  and  disburs 
ments?  These  colleges  are,  for  the  most  part,  close  corporations,  and  are  e 
trusted  with  trust  funds  to  a  large  amount,  and  yet  the  public  knows  nothing 
the  manner  in  which  this  trust  is  discharged. 

From  the  report  of  Harvard  college,  it  appears  that  the  honus,  paid  by  t 
public  or  private  munificence  of  the  friends  of  that  institution,  to  every  stude 
who  takes  a  regular  degree,  besides  his  own  personal  expenses,  is  $1,000. 

As  nearly  as  I  can    ascertain,  from  conjectural  estimates  of  the  authorities 
Washington   college  Va.,  the   permanent  fund  of  the   college  is  some  $120,00^ 
the  amount  invested  in  buildings,  grounds,  &c.  is  about  $  40,000— making  tl 
total  sum  about  $160,000.  ^  , 

The  average  number  of  graduates,  for  each  year  since  1842,  is  about  eight-4 
making  the  bonus,  which  the  puldic  and  private  benefactions  of  that  college  cor 
tribute  to  the  education  of  each  of  its  graduates,  in  addition  to  their  personal  ev% 
penses,  about  $1,200.  L 

The  state  cadet  at  the  V.  M.  institute  receives,  gratuitously,  his  board,  wasl^i 
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0.  fuel,  lights,  books,  medical  attendance,  &c.,  and  is  only  required  to  pay  for 
^wearing  apparel.     His  personal  expenses  are  estimated  at  $  90  per  annum. 

he  expenses  of  a  pay  cadet  are  about  $  300  per  annum ;  and  this  sum  includes 
;lthing,  medical  attendance,  and  the  expense  for  12  mouths,  as  no  suspensioa 
)fluty  takes  place  in  the  months  of  July  and  August.  These  months  are  de- 
n^d  to  military  exercises  in  camp.  The  cadet  is  permitted  to  go  home  on  fur- 
c^h,  at  the  end  of  the  2d  year. 

*t'hile  these  statements  show  that  two  classes  of  cadets  are  received  into  the 
r  itute,  no  invidious  distinction  exists  between  them.  To  both  are  assigned  the 
jiie  duties;  both  receive  the  same  previleges;  and  the  expenses  of  both  are  the 
uie.  The  indigent  youth  receives  a  credit  from  the  state  for  a  large  portion  of 
hown  expenses,  while  the  parent  of  the  other  pays  all. 

?he  question  is  sometimes  presented,  Would  it  not  be  desirable  to  take  in  a 
jjiller  number  of  state  cadets,  and  thus  be  enabled  to  pay  all  their  expenses — 
irsmuch  as  there  are  many  poor  and  meritorious  young  men  Avho  cannot  raise 
|D  per  annum  ?  The  answer  is,  that  such  persons,  for  the  most  part,  canno: 
b  provided  for.  Their  labor  at  home  would  generally  be  indispensable  to  the 
faily,  and  could  not  be  spared,  without  remuneration.  Besides,  it  is  found 
bieficial,  in  its  general  effects,  to  require  even  the  state  cadets  to  pay  something 
t  ^ards  their  own  education.  It  is  a  guarantee  to  good  behavior,  and  a  profita- 
b  employment  of  time,  while  it  in  a  great  degree  relieves  them  from  the  idea 
ototal  dependence. 

The  public  funds  and  the  deposites  of  the  cadets  are  disbursed  by  a  treasurer, 
ider  the  authority  of  the  superintendent,  and  a  compensation  is  allowed  the 
t  asurer  for  his  risk  and  labor. 

All  the  professors  and  officers  of  the  institute  receive  fixed  salaries,  prescribed 
\  the  board  of  visitors,  and  no  professor,  assistant  professor,  or  other  officer,  is 
jrmitted  to  "receive  any  fee,  present  or  reward  from  any  cadet  or  cadets  of 
t3  institute." 

'The  tuition  fees,  and  all  other  credits  derived  from  the  cadets,  go  into  the 
■;asury  of  the  institute,  and  are  only  drawn  from  it  under  the  authority  of  the 
'ard  of  visitors. 

The  state  has  received,  in  tuition  fees,  since  the  11th  November  1839,  by  the 
Itra  labors  of  the  professors,  some  $2.5,000  over  and  above  the  salaries  allowed 
f  the  professors ;  which  sum  has  been   applied  to  the  support  of  seven  state 

dets,  and  adding  to  the  accommodations  and  conveniences  of  the  institute. 

1  Various  causes  have  combined  to  give  such  a  direction  to  the  course  of  educa- 
bn  pursued  at  the  institute,  as  to  make  it  in  all  its  departments,  a  practical 
Qiool — a  school  not  merely  for  the  enlargement  and  development  of  the  mind, 
It  one  in  which  the  student  could  obtain  that  practical  wisdom  which  the 
nergencies  of  life  demand,  and  without  which  society  would  be  scarcely  profited 
^  his  knowledge. 

'  The  military  duty,  of  necessity  imposed  upon  the  cadets,  led  to  the  distinctive 
ilitary  character  of  the  school ;  and  the  instruction  in  military  tactics  at  once 
ualifies  the  cadet  for  the  active  duties  of  the  soldier. 
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The  coudition  imposed  upon  the  state  cadet  graduate  by  the  act  of  Marcl\- 
1842,  by  demanding  immediate  service  as  a  teacher,  at  once  impressed  a  chara<  r 
upon  the  instruction  of  the  school  for  this  most  important  and  practical  duty. 

The  large  number  of  cadets  admitted  from  among  those  who  were  not  bles 
with  much  of  this  world's  goods,  at  once  suggested  to  the  authorities  of  the  - 
stitute,  that  v/hen  these  should  graduate,  they  must  be  prepared  for  the  acl ) 
calls  of  life;  and  hence  drawing,  civil  engineering  and  other  practical  braac'j 
were  introduced.  The  measures  adopted  by  the  board  to  provide  for  these  cla;,? 
of  the  school,  have  operated  to  give  a  practical  direction  not  only  to  the  sch( , 
but  to  the  mind  of  each  member  of  the  school.  Hence,  the  graduate  at  o: ; 
goes  to  his  legitimate  work,  knowing  that  what  he  has  learned,  he  has  no\\  i 
apply.  The  soldier  goes  to  his  post  as  such;  the  teacher  to  his  school;  : 
engineer  to  his  rod  and  level;  the  architect  and  draughtsman  to  his  draiv 
board.  Thoroughness  in  instruction,  as  constituting  the  essential  element  for  si  i 
a  school,  goes  through  every  department.  Whatever  is  taught,  must  be  w'] 
taught :  it  must  be  thoroughly  taught,  because  it  has  to  be  applied. 

Again,  the  habits  of  the  soldier,  as  conducing  to  system,  punctuality,  prom 
ness,  responsibility,  neatness,  energy  and  decision,  tend,  in  a  most  material  i 
gree,  to  these  same  results.  Hence,  while  the  course  of  instruction  in  the  Vir 
nia  military  institute  has  not  been  formed  with  special  reference  to  what ; 
called  the  learned  professions,  and  particularly  not  upon  the  basis  usually  adopi 
in  schools  for  these  professions,  of  giving  importance  to  the  classical,  to  the  m 
lect  of  the  scientific  courses ;  still,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  that  mai 
designed  for  these  professions,  find  more  than  an  equivalent  furnished  here 
the  absence  of  Greek,  in  our  course  of  studies,  by  the  important  principles  a 
habits  of  duty  just  enumerated.  Hence,  the  graduate,  who  goes  to  his  far 
will  impress  a  system  and  a  neatness  there,  to  v;hich  he  has  been  accustomed  i 
his  college  training,  and  will  at  once  apply  to  his  soils  the  analytical  kuowled 
of  their  chemical  properties,  which  he  has  here  acquired  in  the  laborato; 
Hence,  in  a  word,  the  graduates  of  the  Virginia  military  institute  seemed  pi 
pared  for  and  called  to  a  work  in  this  state,  not  inferior  to  that  which  the  grad 
ates  of  the  U.  S.  military  academy  have  had,  before  them,  with  respect  to  t 
bounds  of  this  extended  country. 

This  practical  bearing  of  the  institute  will  be  still  further  developed,  when  t 
rooms  for  the  analysis  of  soils,  now  in  progress,  shall  have  been  completed, 
directing  the  mind  and  talents  of  the  school  to  the  important  branch  of  practic 
agriculture — while  its  distinctive  character  as  a  state  institution,  combined  wi 
its  practical  and  scientific  course,  will  enable  the  state  at  some  future  day  to  pi 
pare,  by  means  of  its  graduates,  for  a  great  desideratum,  in  a  complete  geograpl  i 
cal  and  geological  map  of  the  state. 

Such  is   a  brief  record  of  the  rise,  progress   and  distinctive  character  of  tl 
Virginia  military  institute. 

It  presents  the  remarkable  fact,  that,  for  the  first  10  years  of  its  existence, 
was  almost  entirely  a  self  sustaining  institution,  being  obliged,  during  this  perioj 
to  maintain  its  faculty,  erect  its  own  buildings,  and  provide  all  the  "  appareij 
required  for  such  a  school. 

I 
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a  this  short  time,  the  Virginia  military  institute  had  developed  itself,  from  the 
^e  band  which  constituted  the  first  cadets'  guard  in  1839,  to  the  proud  position 
,  distinction  of  being  regarded  as  the  "West  Point  of  the  South."  It  had  in 
i  time  revolutionized,  in  a  great  degree,  the  systems  of  education  existing  in 
r-iuia,  and  had  given  a  tone  to  scientific  education  and  college  government  in 
i  south  and  west,  which  universal  consent  acknowledges. 

fVhen,  by  its  own  merits,  thus  strongly  presented  and  acknowledged,  the  state 
,  Virginia  saw  that  the  institute  was  no  longer  a  doubtful  experiment,  she  libe- 
ry  clme  to  its  support,  and  from  1850  to  the  present  time,  has  given  the 
fjngest  evidence  of  the  appreciation  with  which  it  is  regarded,  and  of  the  de- 
imination  to  perfect  that  which  has  been  so  auspiciously  begun. 

Jpon  you,  gentlemen  of  the  board,  the  state  has  imposed  the  duty  and  respon- 
■lity  of  watching  over  and  directing  this  noble  school.  Much  has  yet  to  be 
he.  The  institute  is  still  in  its  infancy.  It  has  only  the  growth  of  15  years. 
Uhyour  matured  judgments,  co-operating  with  the  public  agents,  who  shall 
•,m  time  to  time  direct  its  government,  may  we  not  hope  for  and  aspire  to,  uu- 
]■  the  blessing  of  the  same  kind  Providence  which  has  so  signally  smiled  upon  us 
jthe  past,  yet  higher  distinction  for  it— until  there  shall  not  be  found  one  white 
habitant,  of  the  age  of  21,  in  our  beloved  commonwealth,  who  shall  not  be 
3e  to  read  the  constitution  of  our  country,  and  the  oracles  of  our  common  faith. 

1  am,  Avith  great  respect. 

Your  ob't  serv't, 

FRANCIS  H.  SMITH,  Svyt. 

()L.  Wm.  B.  TaLIx\FERRO, 

Ps't  B'd  Visitors  Va.  Mil.  Imtitute. 
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ors  of  the    State,  ex  officio  Inspectors  of  the  Virginia  Military  Institute. 

since  1839. 

v-id  Campbell,  -                    -                    -                                         .  1839 

lomas  W.  Gilmer,                  ....  1840 

n  Rutherfoord.  lieutenant  governor.     .                    -                    -  1841 

n  M.  Gregory,  lieutenant  governor,      -                    -                    -  1842 

les  3IcDowell,                     ....  Id43,  '4,  and  '5 

(lliam  Smith,      -                    -                    .                    .                    .  1346..  '7.  and  '8 

■n  B.  Floyd,      -                   .                   .                   .                   .  1849,  '50,  and  '51 

eph  Johnson.    -                    -                    -                    -                    .  1852. '3, '4,  and  5 
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A  List  shoioitig  the  Members  of  each  Board  of  Visitors  to  the  Virginia  MiliP, 
Institute,  since  its  Organization  in  1839.  , 


C.  Crozet,  president. 

P.  C.  Johnston, 

B.  Peyton,  adjutant  general, 

Thos.  H.  Botts, 

John  F.  Wiley, 


lS39-'40. 


C.  P.  Dorman, 
Alfred  Leyburn, 
James  McDowell, 
Hugh  Barclay, 
John  T.  L.  Preston. 


1S40-'41. 


C.  Crozet,  president, 

P.  C.  Johnston, 

B.  Peyton,  adjutant  general, 

Thos.  H.  Botts, 

Wm.  Li^on. 


C.  P.  Dorman, 
Alfred  Leyburn, 
Jas.  McDowell, 
H.  Barclay, 
Geo.  H.  Lee. 


lS41-'42. 


C.  Crozet, 
P.  C.  Johnston, 
Thos.  H.  Botts, 
W.  Ligon, 
C.  P.  Dorman, 


C.  Crozet,  president- 
P.  C.  Johnston, 
Thos.  H.  Botts, 
W.  Ligon, 
C.  P.  Dorman, 


A.  Leyburn, 

Jas.  McDowell, 

H.  Barclay, 

Geo.  H.  Lee, 

Wm.  II.  Richardson,  adjutant  general. 


1842-'43. 


A.  Leyburn, 
Jas.  McDowell, 
Geo.  H.  Lee, 
Wra.  H.  Richardson, 
John  N.  Tazewell. 


lS43-'44. 


C.  Crozet,  presidentr 
P.  C.  Johnston, 
Thos.  H.  Botts, 
W.  Ligon, 
C.  P.  Dorman. 


A.  Leyburn, 

Geo.  H.  Lee, 

Wm.  H.  Richardson,  adjutant  general. 

John  W.  Brockenbrough, 

John  N.  Tazewell. 


1844-'45. 


C.  Crozet,  president. 

P.  C.  Johnston, 

T.  H.  Botts, 

W.  Ligon, 

C.  P.  Dorman, 


A.  Leyburn, 

Geo.  H.  Lee, 

Wm.  H.  Richardson,  adjutant  general 

John  W.  Brockenbrough, 

Charles  Dimmock. 
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1845-'46. 


^3.  Johnston,  president. 

;;P.  Dorman, 

^Leyburn, 

3).  H.Lee, 

Hi.  H.  Richardson,  adjutant  general, 

'in  W.  Brockenbrough. 

i^Dimmock, 


Robert  Wallace, 

J.  M.  D.  Taylor,  vice  Lee. 

Corbin  Braxton, 

Wm.  Daniel, 

Geo.  W.  Munford,  vice  Dimmock, 

W.  H.  Caruthers,  vice  Bockenbrough, 

J.  G.  Paxton,  vice  Caruthers.  (did  not  qualify.) 


1846-'47, 


^2.  Johnston, 

!)P.  Dorman, 

?  H.  Richardson,  adjutant  general, 

^rbin  Braxton,  president, 

]}.  W.  Munford, 


Philip  St.  Geo.  Cocke, 
Robert  A.  Thompson, 
Inman  Horner, 
Robert  Johnston, 
John  Jordan. 


lS47-'48. 


C.  Johnston, 
P.  Dorman, 

H.  Richardson,  adjutant  general, 
rbin  Braxton,  president, 
W.  Munford, 


P.  St.  Geo.  Cocke, 
Robert  Johnston, 
G.  Cuthbert  Powell, 
P.  H.  Steenbprgen, 
W.  P.  Tunstall. 


1848-'49. 


H.  Richardson,  adjutant  general, 
rbin  Braxton,  president, 
3.  W.  Munford, 
St.  Geo.  Cocke, 
H.  Steenber^en. 


C.  J.  Faulkner, 

J.  B.  Floyd,  declined. 

Geo.  W-  Thompson, 

Ed.  P.  Scott, 

W.  H.  Terrill, 

P.  C.  Johnston,  vice  Floyd. 


lS49-'50. 


*  H.  Richardson,  adjutant  general, 

rbin  Braxton, 

St.  Geo.  Cocke,  president. 

H.  Steenbergen, 

J.  Faulkner. 


E.  P.  Scott, 

John  S.  Barbour,  sen. 

D.  B.  Layne, 

John  M.  Daniel,  declined, 

Harvey  George, 

W.  W.  Crump,  vice  Daniel 


1850-'51. 


H.  Richardson,  adjutant  general, 
rbin  Braxton, 
St.  Geo.  Cocke,  president, 
H.  Steenbergen, 
J.  Faulkner, 


Douglas  B.  Layne, 
Harvey  George, 
W.  W.  Crump, 
E.  C.  Robinson. 
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lS.51-'52. 

W.  H.  Richardson,  adjutant  general.  Geo.  Blow,  jr. 

P.  St.  Geo.  Cocke,  president,  Rob.  W.  Baylor, 

D.  B.  Layue,  P.  Henry  Aylett, 

W.  W.  Crump.  W.  A.  Street,  vice  Crump, 

A.  J.  O'Bannon.  J.  G.  Stringer. 

1852-'5.3. 

W.  H.  Richardson,  adjutant  general,  Geo  W.  Brent. 

D.  B.  Layne,  J.  F.  Snodgrass,  declined. 

W.  B.  Taliaferro.  .  Sam.  V.  Fulkerson, 

W.  A.  Street.  Robert  A.  Gray, 

F.  M.  Boykin,  president,  Sam.  F.  Hays,  vice  Snodgrass. 

lS53-'54. 

W.  H.  Richardsou.  adjutant  general,  Sam.  F.  Hays, 

D.  B.  Layne.  Wm.  Seymour, 

W.  B.  Taliaferro,  James  Barbour, 

F.  M.  Boykin,  president.  Benj.  F.  Garrett. 
Sara.  V.  Fulkerson. 

1854-'55. 

W.  H.  Richardson,  adjutant  general.  VVm.  Seymour, 

D.  B.  Layne,  James  Barbour. 

W.  B.  Taliaferro,  president,  B.  F.  Garrett, 

F.  M.  Boykin,  Benj.  R.  Floyd. 

S.  F.  Hays.  O.  W.  Langfitt,  vice  Hays,  resigned. 
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fessors  and  Officers  of  Virginia   Military  Institute,  since  its  Organization  in 

1839. 


SUPERINTEXDENT. 


fancis  H.  Smith,  appointed  in  1839— Present. 

COMMANDANT    OF    CADETS,    ETC. 

■ancis  H.  Smith,  appointed  in  1839— Relieved  August  1841. 
•lomas  H.  Williamson,  appointed  in  1841— Relieved  October  1846. 
Gilham,  appointed  in  1846 — Present. 


PROFESSOR    OF    MATHEMATICS. 

ancis  H.  Smith,  appointed  in  1839— Present. 

PROFESSOR    OF    LANGUAGES,    ETC. 

T.  L.  Preston,  appointed  in  1839— Present. 

PROFESSOR    OF    NATURAL    PHILOSOPHV. 

Gilham,  appointed  in  1846— Relieved  1850. 
J.  Jackson,  appointed  in  1850— Present. 

PROFESSOR    OF    CHEMISTRY,    ETC. 

Gilham,  appointed  in  1846— Present. 

PROFESSOR    OF    ENGINEERING,    DRATi'ING.    ETC. 

OS.  H.  Williamson,  appointed  in  1841— Preseat. 

INSTRUCTOR  OF  FRENCH  LANGUAGE. 

E.  Colston,  appointed  in  1849 — Present. 

ASSISTANT    PROFESSORS. 

Wells,  Mathematics,  -  -  .  . 

orbes.  Mathematics,    -  .  .  . 

.  Richardson,  Tactics.  -  .  . 

Colston,  French,        -  -  .  . 

Marr,  Mathematics  and  Tactics,   - 

Rodes,  Matiiematics,  Cbemistr}-  and  Tactics, 

Massie,  Mathematics  and  Tactics, 

.  Stewart,  Mathematics  and  Tactics, 

/.  Allen,  Mathematics  and  Tactics, 

A.  Harris,  Languages  and  Tactics, 

ueheart,  Mathematics  and  Tactics,  -     - 

Whiting,  Latin  and  Tactics, 


from  1843 

"  1844 

"  1844 

"  1846 

•■•  1847 

''  1848 

"  1849 

"  1850 

"  1842- 

•'  18.52 

"  1853- 


to   1844. 

to  1846. 

to   1846. 

to   1849. 

to   1848. 

to  1850. 

to  1851. 

to  185.3. 
-Present, 
to  1853. 
-Present. 
-Present. 
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ACTING   ASSISTANT    PROFESSORS. 


Cadet  ^¥.  D.  Fair,  Slathematics, 

"  W.  H.  Henderson,  French, 

"  J.  B.  Dorman,  French, 

"  J.  H.  Wildman,  Mathematics, 

J.  C.  Wills,  Mathematics. 

"  W.  J.  Warden,  French. 

"  J.  H.  Pitts,  Languages, 

"  H.  J.  Lee,  Mathematics, 

"  R,.  T.  W.  Duke,  Mathematics,     - 

"  H.  B.  Hill,  French, 

"  Thos.  B.  Roheytson,  Mathematics 

"  W.  N.  Nelson,  Languages, 

"  R.  E.  Colston,  Languages, 

"  J.  S.  Page,  Languages, 

'•■  S.  T.  Pendleton,  Mathematics,    - 

"  J.  C.  Council,  Mathematics, 

"  J.  P.  Beale,  Languages, 

"  John  Lawson,  Mathematics, 

'•■  J.  W.  RIassie,  Mathematics. 

"  S.  Garland,  French, 

'•  R.  Gatewood,  Latin, 

"  W.  W.  Gordon,  Mathematics,     - 

"  C.  Denby,  French, 

"  C.  IL  Harrison,  Latin, 

J.  S.  Bass,  Latin, 

"  T.  A.  Harris,  Latin, 

"  J.  E.  Blankeuship,  Mathematics. 

'•  Geo.  S.  Patton,  Latin, 

"  Joseph  Mayo,  Mathematics, 

"  W.  Silvester,  French, 

"  Vv*.  T.  Patton,  French. 


from  1841  to 
"  1841  to 
"  1842  to 
"  1842  to 
"     1842  to 

1843. 
"  1843  to 
"  1844  to 
"  1844  to 
•'  1844  to 
"  1845  to 
"  1845  to 
^'     1845  to 

1846. 
"     1847  to 

1848. 

1848. 

1849. 

1849. 

1849. 

1849. 

1849 

1850. 

1850. 

1851. 

1851. 

1852. 

1852. 

1851   to 

1852. 

1853. 


to 


Hagh  Barclay, 
Jacob  M.  Ruff, 
Thos.  H.  Williamson, 
R.  E.  Colston, 


TREASURERS. 


QUARTERMASTERS. 


J.C.Wills. 
W.  H.  Richardson, 
C.  B.  Williams, 
R.  H.  Catlett, 


1843. 
1844. 

lS46to 
1849— Pi 


STEWARDS. 


Robert  S.  Campbell, 
Vi.  S.  Eskridge, 
John  T.  Gibbs. 
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LI.  Estill,  .....  1839— Present. 

CADET    CAPTAINS. 

et  James  H.  Lawrence,        .  -                   -                   -  1840 — 1841. 

W.  M.  Elliott,  ....  1841-'42. 

N.  H.  CampbeU,  ....  1842-'43. 

J.  A.  Campbell,  ....  1843-'44. 

J.  B.  Sherrard,  ....  ]844-'45. 

J.  C.  Porter,  -                   -                   -                   -  1845. 

J.  Q.  Marr,  -                   -                   -                   -  1845-'46. 

R.  E.  Colston,  ....  1845-'46. 

J.  C.Moncure,  ....  1846-'47. 

D.  L.  PoweU,  ....  1846-'47. 
J.R.Jones,  ....  1847- '48. 
J.T.  ElUss,  ....  1847-'48. 

E.  T.  Fristoe.  ....  1848-'49. 
P.  B.  Adams,  ....  1848-'49. 
W.  R.  Terry,  ....  1849-'50. 

D.  Trueheart,  ....  1849-'50. 
A.  J.  Vaughan.  ....  1850-'ol. 
C.  Cooke,  ....  1850-'51. 
T.  R.  Thornton,  ....  1851-'52. 
W.  M.  Gordon,  ....  lS51-'52. 
J.T.  Murfee,  ....  1852-'53. 
G.  Gray,  ....  1852-'53. 
C.  E.  Lightfoot,  ....  1853-'54. 
G.  B.  Horner,  ....  18o3-'o4. 

ADJUTANTS. 

letW.  D.  Fair,  ....  1839—1840. 

L.  A.  Garnett,  ....  1840'-41. 

J.  B.  Strange,  ....  1841-'42. 

V.  H.  Rodes,  ....  1842-'43. 

E.  Taylor,  -  _  -  -  -  1843-'44. 
J.  P.  Mason,  -  "  -  -  -  1844-'4.5. 
J.  M.  Patton,  ....  ]845-'46. 
W.  Mahone,  ....  1846-'47. 

F.  B.  Jones,  ....  1847-'48. 
K.  Otey,  .  -  -  -  .  1848-'49. 
J.  M.  Brockeubrough,  ....  1849-'50. 
J.  C.  Page  ....  1S50-'51. 
Thos.  T.  Munford,  ....  1851-'52. 
J.  A.  Turner,  -  -  .  -  -  1852-'53. 
W.  E.  Harrison.  ....  1853-'54. 
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Names  of  Encampments  since  1839. 

Camp  Gilmer,       •  .                   .                   -                   .  1840. 

Camp  Rutherfoord,  ....  1841. 

Camp  Gregoiy,  ....  1842. 

Camp  McDowell,  ....  i843. 

Camp  Crozet,  ....  1844. 

Camp  Johnston,  ....  1845. 

Camp  Smith,  ....  1846. 

Camp  Braxton,  ....  1847. 

Camp  Scott,  .                   .                   -                   :  1848. 

Camp  Floyd,  ....  1849. 

Camp  Richardson,  ....  1850. 

Camp  Philip  St.  Geo.  Cocke,  -                   -                   -  1851. 

Camp  Boykin,  -                                       -                   -  1852. 

Camp  Mahan,  ....  1853. 

Camp  Taliaferro.  ....  1854. 


Deaths   since  l]th  November  1839. 


H.  Cabell  Reid,*^Rockbridge— February  28,  1844. 

E.  C.  Thompson,  Culpeper— August  17,  1849. 

G.  D.  Chichester,  Fairfax— August  12,  1850. 

Daniel  Gibson,*  Rockbridge — December  29,  1853. 

Thomas  Blackburn,  Jefferson — January  15,  1854,  by  violence. 

*  These  cadets  died  at  their  father's  residences. 
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A. 


iimate  of  the  Receipts  and  Liabilities  of  the   Virginia  Military  Institute  from 
1st  July  1854  to  30th  June  1855. 


Receipts  : 

nual  state  appropriation,  .... 

leraryfund,  .  .  -  - 

''.  ition  fees  of  90  pay  cadets,  .  .  -  . 

ly  of  quartermaster  and  ordnance  sergeant,  .  -  - 

(m mission  account,  estimated,  .  .  .  ■ 

plomas,  .... 

Total  annual  income  Virginia  military  institute,  -  14,845  00 

Liabilities: 

Trent  expenses,  as  per  statement  2,  -  14,000  00 

Estimated  annual  surplus.  -  -  $  845  00 


7,710  00 

1,500  00 

4,500  00 

360  00 

650  00 

125  00 
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2. 

Estimated  Annual  Current  Yixpenses  Virginia  Military  Institute. 

Board,  washing,  &c.  (exce^jt  tuition,  &c.)  32  state  cadets,  (3)  -  3,584 

Salary  of  superintendeut,    -                    ...  -  2,000: 

Salaries  four  professors  and  surgeon,    -                    -                    -  .  4,496' 

Salaries  instructors  of  French  and  assistant  professors,                -  -  2,250' 

Pay  of  ordnance  and  quartermaster  sergeant,          .                    -  .  360 

Musicians,          .-.-..  700 

Servants  and  contingencies,                   .                   .                   .  _  610i 

$14,000^ 


3. 

Estimated  Annual  Expense  of  a  State  Cadet  to  the  Virginia  Military  Institv 
exclusive  of  Medical  Attendance,  Tuition  and  Lodging. 

Boardfor  average  of  10^  months,  at  $7  50,  -  -  -78 

Washing        "  "  "  1  25,  -  -  '  ^^ 

Fuel,  lights,  books,  &c.,  estimated,  -  -  -  20' 


$112: 


Total  expense  to  the  institute  of  each  state  cadet,  $  175  per  annum. 


FRANCIS  H.  SMITH, 

Siip't  V.  M.  J 


Doc.  No.  11.  55 


B. 

OUABTEllASTER'S  REPORT  Affl  ACCOMPAMiG  DOCDMESTS 


Quartermaster's  Department, 

Va,  Military  Institute, 
June  19,  1854. 

OL.  F.  H.  Smith, 

Superintendetit  V.  M.  I. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  present  herewith  detailed  statements  of  the 
)erations  of  the  quartermaster's  department  for  the  present  fiscal  year,  ending 
me  30,  1854. 

Statement  1  exhibits  the  amount  of  payments  made  by  the  treasurer  of  the 
irginia  military  institute,  on  account  of  the  quartermaster's  department,  during 
e  year,  amounting  to  $  22,257  93,  which  is  offset  by  credits  from  the  sale  of 
erchandise  to  officers  and  cadet?,  amounting  to  $24,533  81,  leaving  a  balance 
t  the  credit  of  the  department  of  $  2,275  88. 

Statement  2  show's  that  the  liabilities  of  the  department  amount  to  the  sum  of 
12,875  01,  to  meet  which,  there  remains  in  charge  of  the  quartermaster  pro- 
rty  to  the  amount  of  $  12,310  10,  as  per  inventory,  leaving  a  balance  against 
e  department  of  $564  91,  which  being  deducted  from  the  amount  due  by  the 
easurer,  leaves  a  balance  to  the  credit  of  the  department,  of  $  1,710  97. 
Statement  3  show^s  the  number  of  coats,  pants  and  other  articles  of  clothing 
rnished  to  the  cadets  during  the  year,  as  specified  in  the  monthly  abstract  of 
ie  tailor  employed  by  the  department.  The  payments  made  to  the  tailor  for  the 
anufacture  of  these  articles,  at  fixed  prices,  amount  to  the  sum  of  $2,153  64. 

The  balances  still  due  by  excadets,  as  exhibited  in  statement  4,  have  been 
larged  to  the  treasurer,  and  included  in  the  total  balance  to  the  credit  of  the 
jpartraent.  Should  the  debts  prove  bad  that  are  so  marked  in  the  statement, 
le  amount  will  have  to  be  refunded  to  the  treasurer,  and  deducted  from  the  ba- 
nco aeainst  him. 


Respectfully  submitted. 


R.  H.  CATLETT, 

(Quartermaster  V.  M.  I. 
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' 


Dk.         Statement  of  Receipts  and  Disbursements  by  Treasurer  Virginia  Milita 

On  accou 


1853. 
June,  To  balance  to  credit  of  quartermaster's  department, 

July  and  Aug...    "  outfit,        .  -                    .                    - 

October.  amount  of  goods  furnished  cadets,  as  per  abstract, 

1854. 

Jan'y  1.  amount  of  goods  furnished  cadets,  aa  per  abstract, 

April  1,  Do.                        do.                                do. 

June    1,  Do.                        do.                                do. 

June  15,  Do.                        do.                                do. 


914 
981  : 

7,781  1 

4,933  « 
3,035  { 
4,924  I 
1,962  e 


f  24.533  8 


Balance  to  the  credit  of  quartermaster's  department,  June  30,  1854, 


i  2.275  8 
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itute, 


Quartermaster's  Department,  for  year  ending  June  30,  1854. 


Cr. 


353. 

Band  July,  By 

cash  paid  sundries, 

;ust, 

do.            do. 

tember. 

sundry  cadets, 

jber, 

cash  paid  sundries. 

« 

sundry  cadets, 

iember, 

cash  paid  sundries, 

ti 

sundry  cadets, 

354. 

nary, 

cash  paid  sundries, 

1.  and  March, 

do.            do. 

til 

da.            do. 

7' 

do.            do.                          - 

le, 

sundry  cadets, 

cash  paid  sundries, 

1 
1 

By  balance, 

5,672  70 

1,684  72 

426  95 

1,113  89 

49  70 

1,871  97 

545  46 

1,610  47 

1,173  57 

3,395  01 

1,711  94 

811  90 

2,139  65 

2,275  88 

824,533  81 
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Dr. 


Statement  exhibiting  the  Condition  of  the  (^uwtermm 


1854. 
June  30— To  J.  M.  Davies  &  Jones,  New  York, 

D.  Evans  &  Co.,  Auleboro', 
W.  H.  Cary  «fc  Co.,  New  York, 

E.  P.  Tabb  &  Co.,  Norfolk, 
Purcell,  Ladd  &  Co.,  Richmond, 
Richardson  &  Co.,  do. 

Thomas,  Cowperthwait  &  Co.,  Philadelphia, 
Cowperthwait,  Desilver  &  Butler,  Philadelphia, 
Pegram,  Paynter  &  Davis,  Baltimore, 
C.  J.  Du  Pont  &  Co.,  Wilmington,     - 
W.  H.  Hostmann  &  Sons,  Philadelphia, 
J.  M.  Smith  &  Bro.,  Norfolk, 

F.  W.  Seabury,  do. 
Mrs.  Winn,  estimated,  Lexington, 
Wm.  Kinney,  do. 

G.  A.  Baker,  do. 
Norgrove  &  Vanderslice,  do. 
Sam'l  Lyle,  do. 
J.  L.  Deaver,  do. 
Ball  account,  do. 
Outstandmg  accounts,  do. 
Sam'l  Vanderslice,  do. 
Figgatt  &  Middleton,  do. 
Balance  to  credit  of  Q.  M.  D., 


2441 
56(j 
15C 
37o 
22 
93]; 
632 1 
104' 
895; 
3,147' 
5981 
37 
1,186 
550 
180 1 
284! 
1,052 
257 
107 
440 
200 
589 
327 
1,710 


$  14,585 
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irtment  of  the  Virginia  Military  Institute,  June  30,  1854.  Cr' 


34. 

30 — By  net  value  of  available  property  on  hand,  as  per  quartermaster's 
inventory,  all  of  which  will  be  in  requisition  during  the  coming 
year,  -  -  -  ,-  -       12,310  10 

Balance  against  treasurer  V.  M.  I.,  .  -         2,275  88 


$14,585  dS 

E.  E. 

a.  H.  CATLETT,  Q.  M.  V.  M.  L 
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Statement  showing  the  Operations  of  the  Tailor's  Department,  Virginia  Mili' 
Institute,  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1854. 


o 

o 

a 
o 

o 

1 

1 

W.  Vests. 
S.  Vests. 

•-> 

J 

1 

July,  August  and  September, 
October,  November  and  December, 
January  and  February, 
March  and  April, 
May  and  June, 

78 
56 
38 
40 
40 

27 

7 

160 

75 

148 

54 

121 

36 

18 
5 

37 
54 
7 
2         12 

80 

4 

i( 

6« 
2( 

81 

U 

252     34  !     383 

234 

63       129 

4    $  197; 

Payments  to  Tailor  1853-4. 


October  1 — To  quarter's  salary  to  date, 
January  1 — To  do.  do. 

April  To  do.  do. 

July  To  do.  do. 


E.  E. 


566 
566 
510 
510 

$  2,153 


R.  H.  CATLETT,  Q.  M.  V.  M.  J 
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3. 

tement  of  Balances  due  by  Excadets  on  tie  Books  of  the  Treasurer  Virginia 
Military  Institute^  June  30,  1854. 


Archer, 
V.  Baldwin,    - 

Bridges, 
Sronaugh, 
lyrd, 

).  Campbell,  - 
)larke, 
r.  Daniel, 
B.  Dudley,      - 
D.  Erwin, 
M.  Fortney,    - 
L.  Garth, 

ilea. 
Gray, 
Ker, 

T.  C.  Humes, 
D.  Kennedy,  - 
D.  Malcolm,    - 


70  10 

H.  C.  Mason, 

28  26 

G.  W.  Meade,      - 

81  27 

E.  B.  Montague, 

217  02 

W.  S.  Parran,      - 

42  01 

A.  N.  Reid, 

6  82 

J.  H.  Wilson,      - 

25  75 

N.  Tyler. 

76  48 

R.  Tyler, 

54  09 

W.  H.  Urquhart, 

62  81 

U.  S.  Van  Doren 

70  56 

G.  Waddill, 

69  67 

E.  Wall, 

32  73 

E.  Wallazz, 

219  24 

C.  B.  Williams, 

79  36 

G.  Roberts, 

65  90 

J.  E.  Jordan, 

12  56 

88  30 

65  59 

39  25 

9  31 

25  57 

36  37 
30  70 
34  64 

8  75 

18  50 

164  57 

37  51 
17  50 
79  00 

175  65 
67  05 
50  01 

$2,162  90 


About  $  800  of  the  above  amount  may  be  regarded  as  bad  debts. 
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C. 

Subsistence  Department  V.  M.  I. 
June  1854, 

Col.  F.  H.  Smith, 

Superintendent  V.  M.  I. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  present  herewith  the  required  annual  report 
the  operations  of  the  subsistence  department  Virginia  military  institute,  for  1 
year  ending  30th  June  1854. 


Very  respectfully, 


JNO.  T.  GIBBS, 

Com'y  Sub.  V.  M.  I. 
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^^-  Current  Expenses  of  the  Subsistence  DepartH 


1853. 

July  1,  To  Provisions  on  hand,  as  per  statement,        -  -  .  84cl 

Do.  purchased  during  year,                     -  -  -  9  7111 

Salary  of  commissary,  hire  of  cooks,  waiters  and  laborers,  -  l,60f 

Washing.               -                    .                    .  „  -  16C, 

Sundries,               ...                   .  ,  -  186 

Forage  for  horses,                   -                   -  .  .  34^ ' 

Oil,  candles,  &c.                       -                    -  .  .  12C' 

Expenses  of  corps,  on  trip  to  springs,  -  .  82' 

Wood  purchased  during  year,                    -  -  .  459, 

Amount  of  estimate  for  provisions  to  30  June  '54.  -  35C; 

Ice  for  1853,         -                   -                   .  ,  -  59 ' 

Freight  and  toll,                        -                    .  .                 ■   -  171 ' 

Medicines  from  Purcell  &  Ladd,               -  -  -  17 

Balance  transferred  to  sinking  fund,         -  .  -  977 

$15,104 
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\ginia  Military  InstituU  for  the  year  ending  June  1854.  Ca. 


34. 

e  30,  By  Board  of  111  cadets,  at  $  90  each, 
Sales  of  sundries, 

Amount  refunded  by  board  of  visitors. 
Do.  do.  ball. 

Do.     estimate  for  provisions  to  30  June  1853, 
Do.     of  sales  of  tallow  and  grease, 
Do.  do.       pork, 

Do.  do.        barrels, 

Do.  do.       sundries, 

Do.     for  board  of  engineer,  laborers,  &c. 
Do.     of  provisions  and  wood,  on  hand. 
Do.     wood  sold  to  Q,.  M.  D. 
Do.     hospital  charges, 
Do.     provisions  returned  to  contractor. 


£.  E. 


F.  H.  Smith. 

Superintendent   V.  M.  I. 


9,990  00 

855  76 

387  66 

191  86 

350  00 

96  97 

168  20 

38  25 

956  18 

707  87 

1.259  20 

12  50 

86  25 

4  00 

$15,104  70 

JNO.  T.  GIBBS, 

Com'y  Sub.  V.  M.  L 
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Dr.  Sinking  Fund  Account  of  the  Subsista 


1854. 

June  1.  To   Geo.  J.  Sutuuer,  Richmond,  and  others,  crockery,  -  207  i 

E.  P.  Tabb.  Norfolk,  hardware,              -                   -  -  94 

Bacon  &  Baskervill,  Richmond,  tin,  &c.                  -  -  500 

Carpentry.         -                    -                    -                    -  -  20  r 

'                       Ploughing  lot  and  hire  of  horse,             -                   -  -  11  i 

Plank  and  timber,                 -                   -                   -  -  77  ! 

Sundries,           -                   -                   -                   -  -  108  ' 

Four  hogs,        -                   -                   -                   -  -  24  I 

Balance  carried  to  mess  hall  account,                        -  -  671 

$1,715  , 
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■ 


ipartment  Virginia  Military  Institute,  June  1854.  Cr. 


''354. 

Jne  1,  By   Amount  from  current  expense  account,  -  -  977  73 

Plank  sold,                            -                    -  -  -  77  60 

Over  charge  on  sand,           -                   -  -  -  51  50 

Sundries,           -                   -                   -  -  -  36  02 

I ;                Tin  for  new  mess  hall,        .                  .  .  .  418  68 

' '                Nails  for  building,                -                   -  -  -  48  75 

Breakages  refunded  and  use  of  silver,  -  -  104  92 


E.  E. 


$1,715  20 


JNO.  T.  GIBBS, 
Com'y  Sub.  V.  M.  I. 


JL.  F.  H.  Smith, 

Superintendent  V.  M.  I. 
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Table  exhibiting  the  Average  Cost  of  Subsistence  of  each  Cadet  for  the  year  18§ 


DATE. 

Monthly- 
Average. 

DATE. 

Monthlj 
Average 

1853— July. 

August, 

September, 

October, 

November, 

December, 

$7  36 
6  64 
6  04 
6  49 
6  53 
6  62 

1854 — January, 
February, 
March, 
April, 
May, 
June, 

$7  13 

6  89 

7  27 

7  2.5 
7  09 
7  09 

Monthly  average  cost,  $  6  87. 
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Comparatm  Cost  of  Provisions  letiveen  April  1850  and  April  1854. 


]l 

bushels  apples, 

u 

pounds  bacon, 

39 

pounds  fresh  meat, 

0 

pounds  butter, 

0 

pounds  coffee, 

;0 

bushels  corn. 

0 

dozen  eggs, 

;o 

barrels  flour, 

0 

pounds  lard, 

'.0 

gallons  molasses. 

X 

4 

pound  nutmegs, 

2 

bushels  peaches,  dried 

6 

pounds  pepper 

;4 

bushels  potatoes, 

2 

pounds  mustard, 

)0 

pounds  rice. 

3 

sacks  salt, 

1 

pound  soda. 

)1 

pounds  brown  sugar. 

JO 

pounds  white  sugar, 

12 

pounds  tea, 

4 

turkies, 

ti 

gallons  vinegar, 

15 

cords  wood, 

;3 

gallons  milk, 

Difference  in  favor  of  1850, 


1850. 

1854. 

1  31 

2  04 

22  50 

25  00 

148  05 

196  74 

125  00 

125  00 

24  00 

33  60 

12  80 

20  80 

9  16 

11  00 

80  00 

105  00 

8  00 

8  00 

8  00 

8  80 

37 

37 

4  50 

4  50 

78 

78 

8  40 

12  00 

1  00 

80 

3  60 

3  60 

3  10 

3  00 

08 

08 

60  08 

61  96 

16  50 

16  50 

12  96 

12  00 

2  00 

2  00 

1  50 

1  20 

37  50 

37  50 

60  38 

60  38 

$e5i  57 

$  752  67 

651  57 

- 

$101  10 
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D. 

Statement  exhibiting  the  Condition  of  the  Building  Fund  of  the  Virginia  M;, 

tary  Institute.  I 


Cr. 

By  amount  of  state  appropriation  drawn,  ... 

do.  do,  do.  undrawn,  ... 

By  property  on  hand,  exclusive  of  materials,  (1) 

Total  credits, 
Dr.  , 

To  amount  of  expenditures,  as  per  treasurer's  report  June 

15,  .1854,      -  -  -  -  .     83,806  18 

To  liabilities,  outstanding  claims,  (2)   -  -  -       5,438  02 

Total  debits, 

Balance  on  hand  for  completing  buildings, 

1. 


Property  on  Hand  : 

5  horses, 

3  '• 

2  oxen, 

2  four  horse  wagons  and  harness, 

2  two  horse  wagons  and  harness, 

4  one  horse  carts, 
1  ox  cart. 
Horse  power,  - 


Liabilities: 

Lexington  savings  institution, 
Morris,  Tasker  &  Morriss, 
Contingencies, 


$  5,438 

FRANCIS  H.  SMITH, 

Sup't  V.  M.  /.. 
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IR-GINIA  MILITARY  INSTITUTE, 

In  account  with  R.  E.  COLSTON,  Treasurer. 
Dr. 


June,  1853: 
1  balance,  as  per  last  report, 

70  amount  paid 
6:idries,  .  .  . 

^jsistence  department, 
Sidries, 

I  Davidson,  .  .  . 

Irtsman  &  Son,       .  .  - 

Cdet  Lee, 
B.  Shaner, 

Iffin,  (music,)  ... 

SV'anderslice,  .  .  . 

B.  Sheltman,  .  .  . 

(pt.  Colston,  balance  on  hoiise  rent, 
\   C.  Lewis,  .  -  . 

Bs.  Winn, 

?.  Compton,  ... 

J3,  Humphreys,       ... 
? .  Plunkett,  by  R.  H.  Catlett, 
liny  and  Sukey,  washing,     do. 
JiV.  Paine,  .  .  . 


m. 
ir. 


Smith, 

Myers,  .  .  . 

Figgatt, 
Ruff. 
R.  Wright, 
A.  Baker, 

L.  Deaver,  -     .       - 

Iton,  clothes,  .  .  . 

•.  Campbell, 
J.  Dupont  &.  Co.  - 
af.  3Iahan,  traveling  expenses, 
V.  Banker,  .  .  . 

W.  Fuller,  bal.  due  A.  V.  Banker, 
•.  Gillock,  .  .  . 

urch  committee,      -  -  . 

"..  Plunkett,  postage, 
■.  Middletou,  rent  musics.'  house, 
pt.  Allen,  sal.  to  Oct.  1st,  - 
'     Stewart,         "         " 
ij.  Williamson,         .  -  . 

Welch,  .  .  - 

'.  Jenks,  ... 

rmers  Bank  of  Va.,  for  boilers  of 
Anderson,  .  .  . 

.  Rhodes,  ... 

Birmingham,  .  -  . 

r.  Pole, 

Clover,  - 

Tutwiler,  .  .  . 

T.  McCorkle,      - 

D.  Lowman,        .  .  . 

J.  Sheltman,         .  .  . 

Ersham,  .  .  . 

R.  J.  White, 

D.  Hileman,         .  .  . 


3 
1 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
15 
15 
15 
15 
15 
15 
15 
15 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 

31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 


V.  M.  I. 


327  04 


11  25 


a  M.  Dep 


26  56 
100  00 


60  00 

119  74 

26  00 

7  00 

20  00 

14  16 

32  00 

125  00 

100  00 


405 

26 

267 

19 

486 

225 

431 

15 

89 

49 

318 

34 

384 

73 

43 

5 

4 

33 

18 

9 

7 

600 

215 

'  10 

55 

2285 


Subsist. 
Dep. 


27  00 


Building 

Acct^ 


Mess  Hall 
Acct. 


90  55 
51  00 


104  37 


258  71 
742  89 
40  00 
87  60 
333  90 
226  08 


145  62 


77  52 


12  5 

10  00 

153  00 

633  00 
24  4; 

77  50 


250  PO 

150  00 

50  00 
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Subsist. 

Building 

1 

Mess  I 

g 
> 

V.  M.  I. 

Q.  M.  Bep 

Dep. 

Acct. 

Acci 

June,  1853: 

Mr.  Gibbs, 

- 

43 

- 

- 

200  00 

Sergt.  Baldauf, 

. 

44 

50  OC 

Ritchies  &  Dunnavant, 

- 

45 

212  3S 

Lieut.  Trueheart,  sal.  July 

and  Aug. 

46 

66  6€ 

R.  H.  Catlett,  for  sundries 

. 

47 

51  31 

Do.         Senseney  &  Conway, 

47 

- 

- 

- 

106  01 

Do.         sundries, 

- 

47 

- 

11  56 

Mr.  Wright, 

- 

48 

- 

- 

- 

245  80 

W.  Breslin, 

- 

49 

- 

12  75 

- 

140  00 

Rice,  stone  work, 

- 

50 

- 

- 

- 

121  00 

Dr.  Leyburn,               -    . 

- 

51 

- 

- 

- 

100  00 

W.  Welch, 

- 

52 

- 

- 

- 

20  00 

J.  W.  Massie, 

. 

53 

- 

65  00 

Maj.  Jackson,  house  rent, 

&c. 

54 

- 

1.52  32 

Davies  «fc  Jones, 

- 

55 

- 

745  06 

Mr.  Kahle. 

- 

56 

- 

107  38 

F.  W.  Seabury, 

- 

57 

- 

400  00 

Morgan  &  Smith, 

- 

57 

- 

156  40 

W.  H.  Gary, 

- 

57 

- 

34  25 

J.  Munroe, 

. 

58 

- 

_ 

78  25 

S.  Barley, 

- 

59 

- 

- 

30  00 

Lex.    Savings    Institution 

on     Gil- 

lock's  contr. 

. 

60 

— 

_ 

1000  00 

Mr.  Powers. 

- 

61 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

20 

Do. 

- 

62 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

30 

Dr.  Graham, 

- 

63 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

52 

Mr.  Powers, 

. 

64 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

15 

Smith, 

- 

65 

- 

- 

- 

- 

45 

W.  &  E.  Leyburn,     - 

- 

66 

_ 

- 

- 

100  00 

Mr.  Breedlove, 

- 

67 

- 

- 

- 

86  65 

B.  J.  Williams, 

- 

68 

- 

- 

- 

198  18 

Mr.  Roadcap, 

- 

69 

_ 

_ 

- 

179  95 

Compton, 

- 

70 

- 

- 

30  00 

90  00 

W.  W.  Perry, 

- 

71 

_  , 

- 

101  14 

Mr.  Campbell, 

- 

72 

_ 

_ 

56  87 

Kinnear, 

- 

73 

_ 

140  95 

15  87 

Ruff. 

- 

74 

_ 

11  00 

64  20 

Gibbs,  current  exp'ses 

mess  hall. 

75 

_ 

_ 

200  00 

Magdalene, 

- 

76 

4  70 

6  00 

83  25 

Cadet  Rice, 

- 

77 

- 

20  00 

Sergt.  Baldauf, 

- 

78 

250  00 

24  47 

E.  Echols, 

- 

79 

- 

151  39 

Lock  &  Lincoln, 

- 

80 

_ 

14  15 

Mr.  Coleman, 

. 

8] 

_ 

29  37 

, 

Lyle, 

. 

82 

_ 

29  62 

Capt.  Colston,  salary  to  Oct.  1st, 

83 

225  00 

Major  Preston,            do. 

- 

84 

300  00 

Gilham,             do. 

. 

85 

350  00 

Lieut.  Whiting, 

- 

86 

100  00 

Col.  Smith, 

- 

87 

500  00 

Mr.  Phmkett,  postage, 

. 

88 

11  45 

Q,.  M.  Dep.  washing,  fuel  and  lights  | 

of  state  cadet,?. 

- 

90 

637  00 

Dr.  Estill,  medical  fee  of 

do.      do. 

89 

90  00 

Subs,  department. 

do.      do. 

89 

1277  62 

Sundries,  as  per  abstract. 

- 

90 

_ 

49  70 

C.  Boyle, 

. 

91 

_ 

- 

74  40 

33  38 

Whitmore  &.  Logan, 

- 

92 

- 

- 

110  22 

Mr.  Withrow, 

- 

93 

- 

- 

7  72 

Hileman, 

- 

94 

_ 

_ 

241  97 

Chitum, 

. 

95 

_ 

_ 

16  00 

Wilson, 

. 

96 

_ 

~ 

33  50 

Farmers  Bank,  for  A.  Ellison,           -  1 

97 

- 

-      1 

- 

372  45 
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, 

)-i 

June,  1853: 

i 

> 

V.  M.  I. 

Q.  M.  Dep. 

Subsist. 
Dept. 

Building 
Acct. 

Mess  Hall 
Acct. 

If.  Jackson,  salary  to  October  Ist, 

98 

300  00 

,iit.  Traeheart, 

r.  Williamson.        ... 

99 

33  33 

100 

300  00 

tf  ician  Lightell, 

101 

25  00 

tf  Rhodes, 

102 

3  12 

liicians. 

103 

50  00 

tf  Catlett,  sal.  to  Oct.  1st,    - 

104 

- 

175  00 

tfiry  &  Morton,  for  T.  Cowper- 

wait,                        ... 

105 

- 

938  89 

tfPole,                      ... 

106 

- 

- 

_ 

- 

250  W) 

!3  Birmingham, 

107 

- 

- 

- 

- 

20  00 

A  Welch, 

lOfc 

- 

- 

.  _ 

_ 

50  00 

DUvaus  &  Co. 

109 

- 

279  13 

rt  Henderson,          ... 

109 

_ 

- 

44  00 

11.  Smith, 

110 

- 

72  00 

d  Turner, 

111 

- 

70  00 

i  dries — wood  chopping.    - 

112 

- 

11  00 

id  Catlett,  sal.  to  Jan.  1st, 

113 

_ 

175  00 

>  t.  Allen,  Lt.  Truheart  &  Whiting, 

113 

325  00 

f...  Smith  &  Co.      - 

114 

- 

148  64 

H:on, 

115 

_ 

10  00 

25  GO 

<',V.  Seabury,          ... 

116 

_ 

300  00 

btSiikey, 
Sheltham. 

*17 

- 

24  50 

118 

_ 

7  00 

Guy, 

119 

_ 

5  00 

k'is  &  Isaac,            ... 

120 

_ 

10  00 

Leech,                  ... 

121 

_ 

30  00 

1                               ... 

122 

_ 

5  00 

Leyburn,  wages  of  Sam, 

123 

- 

110  00 

Stevens,                ... 

124 

_ 

29  75 

Ritter, 

125 

- 

244  20 

i.  Winn,                  ... 

126 

_ 

450  75 

McCorkle, 

127 

- 

_ 

157  06 

J.  Petigrew, 

128 

_ 

_ 

212  22 

Frazer,                  ... 

129 

- 

_ 

39  95 

Gihbs,  current  expenses, 

130 

. 

_ 

300  00 

r.  Campbell, 

131 

_ 

- 

125  00 

j.  Preston,  sal.  to  Jan.  1st. 

132 

300  00 

ssrs.  Paxton  &  Gillock, 

133 

13  54 

Buford,                   ... 

134 

14  93 

sicians. 

135 

5  00 

pt.  Colston,  sal.  to  Jan.  1st, 

136 

225  00 

1.  Smith,                  do. 

137 

500  00 

.  Plunkett,  postage, 

138 

13  08 

Pole, 

139 

- 

- 

- 

- 

110  00 

Welch, 

140 

_ 

- 

_ 

_ 

115  OC 

J.  Wright, 

141 

_ 

- 

- 

217  59 

odries,                       ... 

142 

_ 

- 

48  75 

bs.  Dept.,  board  of  state  cadets,  to 

uly  1st, 

142 

1419  25 

odries,  per  abstract, 

143 

_ 

545  46 

M.  Dep.         do. 

143 

242  50 

ndries,                      ... 

144 

- 

170  70 

!  January,  1854 : 

),                                ... 

145 

_ 

4  25 

rgt.  Baldauf.            .            .            - 

146 

120  00 

6  40 

.  Wright, 

147 

- 

14  52 

Palmer,  on  account. 

148 

_ 

75  00 

Vanderslice,            ... 

149 

_ 

500  88 

pt.  Colston,  wood  furnished, 

350 

_ 

226  00 

Do.                        do. 

151 

- 

37  70 

- 

- 

20  00 

10 


u 
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Subsist. 

Building 

Mess 

g 

V.  M.  I. 

Q.  M.  Dep. 

Dept. 

Acct. 

Ace 

January,  1854 : 

W.  Kinney,  wages,    - 

. 

152 

— 

150  00 

Bacon  &  Baskervill, 

- 

153 

_ 

459  21 

2039  69 

178  57 

Mr.  Wright,  wood, 

- 

154 

- 

31  75 

Jno.  Wiley, 

. 

155 

- 

136  51 

R.  White," 

- 

156 

_ 

- 

- 

30C 

C.  Birmingham, 

- 

157 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4C 

Maj.  Jackson,  salary, 

- 

158 

300  00 

Williamson,   do. 

. 

159 

300  00 

Gilham,          do. 

- 

160 

350  00 

Musicians'  wages. 

- 

161 

61  43 

W.  Breslin, 

. 

162 

120  00 

C.  M.  &  D.  Morrison, 

. 

163 

_ 

- 

31  48 

J.  Munroe, 

. 

164 

_ 

- 

324  00 

S.  M.  Dold, 

- 

165 

- 

- 

100  00 

Negro  men,  wages,     - 

- 

166 

- 

- 

6  86 

Mus.  Lighten, 

. 

167 

25  00 

Maj.  Gilham, 

- 

168 

52  00 

Mr.  Houston,  taxes, 

. 

169 

5  26 

S.  McD.  Moore, 

. 

170 

17  97 

- 

20  00 

Maj.  Williamson,  sal. 

- 

171 

300  00 

Do.              fuel,  &c 

- 

171 

- 

120  33 

Mr.  Turner, 

. 

172 

_ 

71  00 

Davis,  hire  of  JefF, 

_ 

173 

-» 

85  00 

Norgrove,    ~" 

, 

174 

- 

50  00 

- 

30  00 

Mrs.  Winn,  washing, 

. 

175 

_ 

115  72 

Aunt  Fanny, 

- 

176 

- 

24  37 

A.  T.  Sloan's  estate. 

, 

177 

_ 

16  93 

9  00 

Mr.  Charlton, 

. 

178 

- 

25  55 

Campbell,  wood. 

. 

179 

_ 

66  50 

Deaver, 

. 

180 

_ 

102  50 

Magd.  Humbles,  for  Rt.  White, 

18] 

- 

- 

- 

- 

31. 

Do.             washing. 

. 

181 

_ 

- 

56  50 

Mr.  Myers,  for  Rt.  White, 

- 

182 

_ 

- 

_ 

_ 

12: 

V/.  Welch, 

- 

183 

"* 

- 

- 

- 

2i 

J.  Grant, 

- 

184 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

1' 

Lex.  Sav.  Institute,  smt.  of  loans,     - 

185 

_ 

- 

- 

6198  96 

D.  Hileman, 

■ 

186 

_ 

- 

239  15 

D.  Lowman, 

_ 

187 

_ 

- 

808  40 

Lex.    Sav.   Inst,   on  Gillock's   meat 

contract, 

. 

189 

_ 

- 

3065  03 

J.  McCarthy,  wages. 

- 

189 

_ 

- 

118  40 

3Iu3.  Lighten, 

- 

190 

25  00 

Mai.  Jackson, 

- 

191 

200  00 

Do. 

. 

192 

100  00 

Williamson, 

. 

193 

300  00 

Preston, 

. 

194 

300  00 

Gilham, 

- 

195 

350  00 

i 

Col.  Smith, 

- 

196 

166  66 

( 

Do. 

. 

197 

333  34 

Capt.  Colston, 

- 

198 

225  00 

Allen, 

- 

199 

125  00 

Lieut.  Trueheart, 

- 

199 

33  34 

Whiting, 

. 

199 

100  00 

A.  Fenton, 

. 

200 

129  00 

Mus.  Lighten, 

. 

201 

25  00 

Compton  &  Chandler, 

. 

202 

59  29 

22  61 

116  54 

35  79 

Mr.  Catlett, 

- 

199 

_ 

175  00 

V 

Ellison,  jr.,  frames. 

. 

203 

_ 

- 

- 

237  78 

Nicely,  shingles, 

- 

204 

- 

- 

- 

15  75i 

Do.         do.       - 

- 

205 

_ 

- 

- 

17  50 

J.  Randolph  &  Co.     - 

. 

206 

_ 

14  34 

W.  Stephens, 

- 

207 

_ 

202  27 

433  46| 

Cadet  Harrison,  W. 

- 

208 

- 

10  00 

1 

Doc. 
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75 

^ 

Subsist. 

Building 

Jless  Hall 

1 

§ 

> 

V.  M.  I. 

a  M.  Dep. 

Dept. 

Acct. 

Acct. 

muary,  1854: 

if  Campbell, 

- 

209 

- 

74  00 

45  00 

Laughlin,, 

- 

210 

- 

5  75 

.  1.  Humphries, 

- 

211 

- 

6  00 

A  Nicely, 

. 

212 

- 

- 

7  00 

rtPerry&Co. 

- 

213 

- 

238  83 

A  Kinnear, 

. 

214 

- 

158  96 

Gibbs,  current  expenses, 

. 

215 

- 

- 

200  00 

Plunkett,  postage, 

. 

216 

16  72 

Gibson, 

- 

217 

- 

- 

208  10 

. 

fcitmore  &  Logan, 
lip.  Nelson  &  Co. 

- 

218 

- 

- 

27  60 

. 

219 

- 

- 

30  05 

liidries. 

. 

220 

_ 

120  02 

[■Do.     per  abstract, 

- 

221 

- 

311  78 

1  Do.            do. 

. 

222 

- 

60  50 

[  Do.             do. 

" 

223 

- 

45  50 

1  Wright, 

224 

22  50 

|it  Sukey, 
.  Hill, 

- 

22.5 

_ 

21  00 

. 

226 

- 

71  10 

Seuseney, 

. 

227 

_ 

74  35 

i  Turner, 

. 

22S 

17  00 

1.  Meem, 

. 

229 

— 

43  50 

fager, 

- 

230 

20  50 

348  73 

.  Smith,  expenses  north. 

. 

231 

- 

50  00 

M.  McCaul, 

- 

232 

- 

6  25 

VIcCorkle, 

- 

233 

- 

125  00 

41  00 

Birmingham, 

- 

234 

- 

21  50 

gt.  Baldauf, 

- 

235 

50  00 

s.  Lighten, 

- 

236 

25  00 

irer, 

. 

237 

35  50 

j.  Williamson,  sal.  to  July  Ist, 

. 

235 

300  00 

s.  Lighten. 

. 

239 

165  00 

Elliot, 

- 

240 

40  00 

•  Munroe, 

. 

241 

_ 

_ 

88  20 

,  Hileman, 

. 

242 

- 

- 

187  64 

Lowman, 

243 

- 

_ 

1782  05 

les  Davidson, 

- 

244 

_ 

_ 

219  04 

bbins  &.  Darracott, 

- 

245 

- 

- 

_ 

- 

74  23 

3.  Lane, 

. 

246 

- 

2  25 

idries,  per  abstract. 

. 

247 

439  62 

idries. 

. 

248 

1274  60 

M.  Dept. 

. 

249 

172  35 

Do. 

- 

249 

- 

- 

- 

668  63 

Breslin, 

- 

250 

- 

_ 

_ 

120  00 

Wallace, 

. 

251 

- 

_ 

_ 

72  58 

Danner, 

- 

252 

- 

_ 

_ 

25  00 

Alexander, 

- 

253 

- 

- 

97  25 

Lindsay, 

- 

254 

- 

- 

25  75 

IS.  Crocken, 

. 

255 

30  00 

j.  Jackson,  salary  to  July  1st, 

- 

256 

300  00 

Do.         house  rent,  &c. 

- 

256 

- 

185  00 

Birmingham. 

- 

257 

85  50 

Cowperthwait,  expenses  of  M 

us. 

Banker, 

- 

258 

20  00 

!Ut.  Trueheart,  sal.  to  July  1st, 

. 

259 

100  00 

j.  Preston, 

. 

260 

300  00 

Gilham, 

- 

261 

350  00 

pt.  Colston, 

- 

262 

225  00 

Do.         wood  furnished. 

. 

262 

- 

111  00 

Do.         house  rent,  &c. 

. 

263 

- 

146  30 

1.  Smith,  sal.  to  July  Lst, 

. 

264 

500  00 

pt.  Allen  and  Lieut.  Whiting,  d 

a. 

265 

225  OO 

•.  Catlett,  salary          do. 

- 

265 

- 

175  00 

1.  Reid, 

■ 

266 

- 

100  00 

- 

- 

27  50 
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July  1854: 
Davidson  &  Harris, 
Davis  &  Jones, 
Wm.  Ritter, 
F.  W.  Seabury, 
Roper  &.  Cowling, 

D.  Felt, 

E.  Echols, 
Col.  Smith, 


V.  M.  I. 

Q.  M.  Dep. 

Subsist. 
Dept. 

Building 
Acct. 

> 

267 

1462  61 

267 

- 

605  99 

267 

- 

347  46 

267 

- 

365  25 

267 

- 

835  02 

268 

- 

64  75 

269 

- 

217  96 

270 

- 

.  123  21 

15927  92 

22217  12 

16282  66 

10964  31 

Mesa  ' 
Ac( 


Doc.   No.  11. 


77 


Cr. 


1 . 

1^ 

V.  M.  I. 

V.  M.  I. 

a  M. 

Subsist. 

Building 

1853. 

o 
a 
> 

proper. 

Tuition. 

Departm't. 

Departm't. 

Acc't. 

balance  from  last  annual 

rep't, 

- 

- 

- 

914  00 

5525  52 

3042  13 

July. 

undries, 

. 

1 

- 

- 

- 

15  GO 

Do. 

. 

2 

- 

- 

129  27 

September. 

ex.  sav.  inst. 

. 

B.  271 

- 

- 

- 

404  66 

Do. 

- 

B.  272 

3473  50 

- 

944  13 

lUition  fees  and  board  t 

)f  pay 

cadets, 

273 

- 

4600  00 

- 

3688  75 

undries,  commission. 

- 

_ 

350  19 

fUudries,  as  per  abstract. 

- 

90 

- 

- 

7761  83 

\  M.  institute,  board  o 

'  state 

cadets, 

- 

89 

- 

- 

- 

1277  62 

i      December. 

bex.  sav.  inst. 

. 

B.  274 

2101  55 

• 

Do. 

- 

B.  275 

- 

- 

- 

- 

116  00 

Do. 

. 

B.  276 

- 

- 

37  07 

Sundries,  commission, 

. 

_ 

208  60 

'■.  M.  I.  board  of  state  cadets, 

142 

_ 

- 

- 

1419  25 

5undries,  board, 

- 

142 

- 

- 

- 

3747  50 

Do.  as  per  abstract, 

. 

143 

_ 

_ 

4933  60 

1     Do.       ^ 

. 

277 

— 

_ 

- 

82  56 

Do.                     - 

. 

278 

_ 

_ 

109  20 

Do.     commission, 

- 

_ 

6  90 

.ex.  sav.  inst. 

- 

B.  279 

7282  50 

Sundries,  commission, 

. 

_ 

140  46 

i     Do. 

- 

220 

- 

- 

- 

119  75 

Do.     per  abstract, 

- 

221 

- 

- 

3035  87 

1     Do. 

May. 
Sundries,  per  abstract. 

- 

280 

- 

150  00 

. 

222 

_ 

_ 

417  09 

[Jad.  Stephenson, 

- 

246 

- 

- 

12  00 

Sundries,  per  abstract. 

. 

247 

- 

- 

4507  38 

-.ex.  sav.  inst. 

. 

B.  281 

176  00 

Do. 

- 

B.  282 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

10000  00 

Sundries,  commission. 

- 

- 

81  28 

Sundries, 

- 

249 

_ 

- 

1677  86 

I.  M.  Dept. 

. 

248 

- 

- 

- 

1209  60 

i.  M.  Dept. 

248 

1 

65  00 

13885  98 

4750  00 

24472  30 

17490  21 

13158  13 
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GENERAL  RECAPITULATION. 


Cr. 

By  amount  received  from 

V.  M.  institute  proper, 
Tuition  of  pay  cadets, 
Q,.  M.  department, 
Subsistence  department, 
Building  appropriation, 

Dr. 

To  amount  paid  for 

V.  M.  institute, 
Q,uartermaster's  department. 
Subsistence  department, 
Building  new  barracks. 
Building  new  mess  hall, 
To  balance,         -  -      ^ 


By  balance  on  hand  June  15th,  1854, 


L 

1 
i 

- 

13,885 
4,750 
24,472 : 
17,490; 
13,158 

15.927  92 
22,217  12 
16,282  66 
10,964  31 
2,094  15 

6,270  46 

If- 

i 

I 



$73,756  62 

73,756 : 

$  6,270 

Doc.  No.  11.  79 


SPECIAL  RECAPITULATION. 


V.  M.  Institute. 


V.  M.  institute,  as  per  report,                           -                   -                   -  18,635  98 

as  per  report,              .....  15,927  92 

By  balance,                        -                    -  $  2,708  06 

Q,.  M.  Department. 

as  per  report.              .....  24,472  30 

do.                          -                   -                   -                   -                   -  22,217  12 

By  balance,                        -                    -  $2,255  13 

Subs.   Department. 

as  per  report,              .....  16,282  66 

do.                          .....  17,490  21 


E,  E. 


By  balance,  -  -  $1,207  55 

Building   Account. 

as  per  report,  .  .  .  -  .  13,158  13 

h.        do.  -  -  -  -  -  10,964  31 


$2,193  82 


Mess  Hall   Building  Account. 
r.  as  per  report,  .....  $2,094  15 


R.  E.  COLSTON, 

Treasurer  V.  M.  Inst. 


June  I5th,  1854. 
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Merit  Roll  of  Cadets  of  the  Virginia  Military  Institute,  as  determined  at 
General  Examination  before  the  Board  of  Visitors,  July  1854. 


*  Distinguished.        t  Deficient. 

FIRST  CLASS— GRADUATES. 


General 
merit. 


*1 

•2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 


Name*. 


R.  C.  Taylor, 
J.  H.  Lane, 
R.  P.  Carson, 
C.  E.  Lanch, 
J.  W.  Humes, 
W.  B.  Bottg, 
W.  E.  Harrison, 
J.  L.  Stephenson, 
C.  E.  Lightfoot, 
G.  B.  Horner. 
C.  H.  Riddick, 
J.  A.  Marks, 
Alex.  Brixce, 
Thos.  Blackburn,* 


Counties. 


Norfolk  City, 

Matthews, 

Washington, 

Frederick, 

Washington, 

Spotsylvania, 

Loudoun, 

Fauquier, 

Culpeper, 

Fauquier, 

Nanseraond, 

Prince  George, 

Halifax, 

Jefferson, 


Total 


2161.5 

2007.29 
1774.38 
1676.68 
1666.84 
1526.33 
1486.75 
1427.24 
1357.09 
1238  07 
1125.76 
1005.5 
999.82 


RSMABE 


...     I 


1st  Lieutenant. 

3d 

2d 

3d 

Quartermaster. 

Adjutant. 

1st  Captain. 

2d 

2d  Lieutenant. 

1st  Lieutenant. 


*  Ordered  by  the  board  of  visitors,  that  Cadet  Thomas  Blackburn,  being  at  the  time 
his  death  proficient  in  the  course  of  studies  pursued  at  the  institute,  a  certificate  of  1 
fact  be  made  to  his  father,  and  Cadet  Blackburn's  name  will  be  borne  upon  the  rolls  asj 
alumnus,  without  class  standing. 
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SECOND  CLASS. 


! 

J 

Namss. 

Counties. 

Total. 

REKASSa. 

'     S.  Crutchfield, 

Spotsylvania, 

993.33 

Sergeant. 

1     ^V.  T.  Patton, 

Richmond  City.   - 

964.57 

Assist.  Prof.  French. 

L.  B.  Williams, 

Orange, 

940.70 

1st  Orderly  Sergeant. 

G.  Buck, 

Morgan, 

911.03 

E.  Bargamin, 

Richmond, 

837.31 

Color  Sergeant- 

E.  C.  Shepherd, 

JeiFerson, 

830.2 

Ist  Sergeant. 

W.  T.  Hardv, 

Norfolk  City. 

822.87 

Quartermaster  Seg't. 

B.  H.  Todd,' 

Nottoway, 

776.18 

Sergeant. 

E.  J.  Magruder. 

Orange, 

720.89 

2d  Orderly  Sergeant. 

R.  C.  Allen, 

Bedford, 

708.94 

1st  Sergeant. 

H.  W.  Cox, 

Chesterfield, 

685.82 

I     E.  J.  Harvie, 

Amelia, 

682.28 

Sergeant. 

1     J.  P.  Wilson, 

Cumberland, 

620.58 

Sergeant. 

J.  H.  Waddell. 

Augusta, 

564.25 

Sergeant  Major. 

W.  y.  Dupuy. 

Dinwiddie, 

533.43 

T.  F.  Barksdaie, 

Halifax, 

493.46 

Sergeant. 

W.  E.  Fife. 

Kanawha, 

470.51 

11 
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! 

THIRD  CLASS, 

General 
merit. 

Names. 

Counties. 

/ 
Total. 

REMAKK8. 

•1 

C.  Rumbough, 

Campbell, 

668.65 

•2 

F.  W.  Smith; 

Norfolk  City, 

668 

3 

W.  B.  Selden, 

a               i, 

644.75 

4 

T.  B.  RobinsoH, 

King  William,   .  - 

594.9 

5 

J.  L.  Cross, 

Warren, 

582.55 

6 

F.  J.  JefFres, 

Mecklenburg, 

562.75 

7 

J.  H.  Carpenter. 

Alleghany, 

556.8 

8 

E.  S.  Smith, 

Norfolk, 

548.8 

9 

W.  J.  Seargean^ 

Louisa, 

545.35 

10 

E.  Fowlkes, 

Montgomery, 

530.5 

11 

P.  B.  Stanard, 

Richmond  Cltj.  - 

528.45 

12 

G.  M.  Edgar, 

Monroe, 

518.65 

13 

R.  J.  Fletcher. 

Greenesville, 

502.9 

14 

C.  M.  Barton, 

Frederick, 

487 

15 

D.  B.  Penn, 

Richmond  Cily,  - 

483.9 

16 

W.  B.  Clagett, 

Loudoun, 

478.3 

17 

J.  A.  Gait, 

Fluvanna, 

459 

18 

F.  M.  Snddoth, 

Fauquier, 

453 

19 

M.  N.  Bfoorman, 

Campbell, 

448.5 

20 

W.  S.  Guv, 

Nottoway, 

448 

81 

E.  S.  Fant, 

Fauquier, 

435.1 

22 

W.  Y.  C.  White. 

WashingtoE, 

435.] 

23 

J.  J.  McAllister,  ' 

Surry, 

435.85 

24 

C.  S.  Hurt, 

Petersburg. 

423 

25 

R.  M.  McKinnev, 

Campbell, 

420 

26 

J.  B.  Cocke. 

Powhatan, 

410.5 

27 

T.  H.  Holcoinb, 

Mecklenburg, 

399.9 

28 

W.  H.  Hood. 

Southampton, 

392.6 

29 

R.  H.  Hooc, 

Fauquier, 

39L9 

30 

C.  Harding, 

Northumberland, 

390.9 

31 

F.  M.  Boy  Kin, 

Isle  of  Wight,      - 

370.3 

32 

W.  H.  Easlej, 

Halifax, 

361.5 

33 

T,  P.  Mathews, 
J.  G.  Gettings, 
J.  F.  Alexander, 
J.  W.  Haden, 
F.  H.  Hannum, 
J.  H.  Cameron, 
T.  H.  Owen, 

Appomattox, 

Harrison, 

Spotsylvania. 

Botetourt, 

Washington, 

Rockbridge, 

Halifax, 

357.6 

i 
.1 

J.  L.  Meem, 

Campbell, 

Sick.                 ' 

C.  J.  F.  Buford. 

Pittsylvania, 

Sick. 

W.  Mason, 

Brunswick. 

-    ^i 
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FOURTH  CLASS. 

-al 
t. 

Namzs. 

Counties. 

Total. 

Remarks. 

1 

J.  McCausland, 

Mason, 

646.6 

2 

C.  W.  Hardy, 

Norfolk  City,       - 

620.3 

3 

J.  J.  Smith, 

Alexandria, 

603.4 

4 

Alex.  Rives, 

Albemarle, 

60L6 

5 

B.  F.  Stewart, 

Westmoreland,    - 

576.1 

6 

Heber  Ker, 

Northampton, 

573.5 

7 

P.  P.  Slaughter, 

Madison, 

572.0 

8 

J.  Q.  Richardson, 

Norfolk, 

535.8 

9 

J.  Ker, 

Northampton, 

530.7 

0 

W.  A.  Thompson, 

Amherst, 

52L7 

1 

J.  Read, 

Roanoke, 

486.7 

2 

P.  H.  Worsbam, 

Dinwiddle, 

404.4 

3 

A.  M.  Fauntleroy, 

Frederick, 

462.5 

4 

S.  G.  White, 

Dinwiddle, 

460.9 

5 

J.  A.  Hambrick, 

Franklin, 

437.8 

6 

A.  Fulkerson, 

Washington, 

429 

7 

J.  W.  B.  Bosworlh, 

Randolph, 

428.9 

.8 

W.  D.  Coleman, 

Pittsylvania, 

42L9 

.9 

J.  H.  Sharp, 

Norfolk  City, 

39L3 

!0 

E.  McConnell, 

Richmond, 

385.7 

!1 

Peter  McEnery, 

Petersburg, 

384.9 

•2 

T.  D.  Claiborne, 

Pittsylvania, 

355.6 

53 

J.  P.  Gilliam, 

Dinwiddle, 

353.9 

H 

H.C.Burks, 

Bedford, 

352 

lb 

A.  S.  Cousins, 

Dinwiddle, 

345.4 

>6 

P.  G.  Breckenridge, 

Botetourt, 

324.2 

i7 

E.  Langhorne, 
M.  T.  VVheatley, 
R.  McCausland, 

Fauquier, 
Mason, 

!■ 

L.  D.  Winston, 

Culpeper, 

\ 

H.  C.  Pierce, 

Amherst, 

\ 

D.  S.  Hounshell, 

Wythe, 

\ 

C.  J.  Lewis, 

Kanawha, 

\ 

B.  W.  Williams, 

Pittsylvania, 

\ 

J.  D.  Ridley, 

Henrico, 

t 

T.  A.  Woodley, 

Upshur, 

t 

C.  R.  Campbell, 

Monroe, 

t 

W.  Shelton, 

Mecklenburg, 

t 

B.  F.  Turner, 

Kanawha, 

f 

S.  R.  Anderson. 

Pendleton, 

J.  W.  Keeble, 

Matthews, 

- 

Sick. 

Sid 
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The  following  List  of  Cadets  is  specially  reported  to  the  Governor,  in  confori 
mth  a  Regulation  for   the  Government  of  the  Virginia  Military  Institute 
quiring  the  Names  of  the  most  Distinguished  Cadets,  not  exceeding  two  in 
Class,  to  he  reported  thus  at  each  Annuel  Examination. 


No. 


Names. 


First  Class. 
Richard  Taylor, 


James  H.  Lane, 


Second   Class. 
Stapleton  Crutchfieid, 


W.  T.  Patton, 

Third  Cla^s. 
G.  P.  C.  Rumbough, 
Francis  W.  Smith, 
Fourth  Class. 
J.  McCaiisland, 
O.  W.  Hardy, 


Cci'NTIES,  <&C. 


City  of  Norfolk 


Matthews, 


Spotsylvania, 


City  of  Richmond, 

Campbell, 

City  of  Norfolk, 

Mason, 

City  of  Norfolk, 


Science  and  Art  in  which  each  Cadet  p: 
cularly  excels. 


Mathematics,  French,  Latin,  Che 
try.  Natural  and  Experimental 
losophy,  Civil  and  Military  E 
neering.  Rhetoric,  Geology,  M 
ralogy  and  Infantry  and  Artil 
Tactics. 

Mathematics,  Latin,  Drawing,  N 
ral  and  Experimental  Philosoj 
Civil  and  Military  Engineer 
Rhetoric,  Geology,  Mineralogy, 
tillery  and  Infantry  Tactics. 

Mathematics,  Natural  and  Exp 
mental  Philosophy,  Chemistry 
Latin. 


Mathematics,  Drawing.  1 

Mathematics,  French,  Latin. 

Mathematics,  Geography.  . 

Mathematics,  French.  English  stud 
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t  a  meeting  of  the  fourth  class  of  cadets,  at  the  Virginia  military  institute,  on 
3  21st,  1854 : 

in  motion  of  J.  P.  Gilliam,  J.  Read  was  called  to  the  chair;  and  on  motion 
[*.  A.  Woodley,  A.  D.  Coleman  was  appointed  secretary. 

!.  C.  Burks  stated  the  object  of  the  meeting,  as  follows: 

o  draft  suitable  resolutions,  expressing  the  views  and  determination  of  this 
s,  in  regard  to  the  treatment  of  new  cadets  during  tBe  coming  encampment. 

A.  Hambrick  moved,  that  the  president  appoint  a  committee  of  four,  to 
't  resolutions  and  report  them  for  the  consideration  of  the  class. 

'he  committee,  consisting  of  the  following  gentlemen,  was  appointed  by  the 
sident,  viz : 

A.  Hambrick,  A.  M.  Fauutleroy,  P.  P.  Slaughter  and  Heber  Ker. 

n  motion  of  E.  A.  Langhorne,  the  president  and  secretary  were  added  to  the 
imittee. 

'he  committee  reported  the  following  resolutions,  which  were  received  and 
nimously  adopted : 

l^hereas  we,  the  cadets  of  the  fourth  class,  who  matriculated  in  1853,  having 
erienced  the  benefits  of  the  resolutions  adopted  by  the  last  fourth  class,  feel 
duty  devolving  upon  us,  not  only  in  order  to  maintain  our  honor  as  gentle- 
,  but  in  justice  to  this  institution  and  to  our  state,  to  desist  from  maltreating 
new  cadets,  who  may  matriculate  during  the  coming  encampment,  by  twist- 
dragging,  or  otherwise  inflicting  bodily  injury: 

nd  whereas  we  believe,  by  such  a  course,  we  will  confer  many  benefits  upon 
institution,  and  maintain  unsullied  the  high  reputation  which  it  so  justly 
ferves : 

ind  that  we  may  avoid  the  censure  so  unjustly  pronounced   upon  our  worthy 
erintendent,  who  went  even  so  far  that  he  resolved,  before  v/e  matriculated, 
to  allow  any  new  cadet  to  matriculate,  until  some  action  had  been  taken  to 
[vent  the  maltreatment  of  them :  therefore,  be  it  resolved  : 

St.   That  we  consider  all  manner  of  maltreating  new  cadets,  as  twisting, 

gging,  or  otherwise  inflicting  bodily  injury,  unworthy  of  us,  as  gentlemen,  and 

cadets. 

» 

Id.   That  we,  as  a  class,  will  abstain  from  the  maltreatment  of  new  cadets,  in 

r  manner  above  named,  and  that  we  will  use  our  most  strenuous  exertions  to 

vent  it  in  others. 
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3d.    That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions,  and  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting 
presented  to  the  superintendent,  and  through  him  to  the  board  of  visitors,  aj 
assurance  of  our  determination  to  abide  by  them,  and  to  preserve  the  honor 
integrity  of  the  institution,  and  to  promote  its  prosperity,  as  far  as  we  are  a 

The  following  gentlemen  then  came  forward,  and  signed  the  resolutions. 

After  which,  the  meeting  adjourned. 


J.  READ,  Presiden, 


WM.  D.  COLEMAN,  Secretary . 


3.  A.  Hambrick, 

J.  W.  Keeble, 

Lucian  D.  Winston, 

J.  Ker, 

H.  Ker, 

W.  Shelton, 

M.  P.  Wheatley, 

J.  D.  Ridley, 

T.  D.  Claiborne, 

B.  Turner, 

Wm.  D.  Coleman, 

A.  M.  Fauntleroy, 
P.  McEnery, 

J.  H.  Sharp, 

J.  Read, 

P.  G.  Breckenridge, 

P.  P.  Slaughter, 

B.  F.  Stewart. 


F.  A.  Woodley, 
H.  C.  Burks, 
S.  P.  Anderson, 
H.  C.  Pierce, 
C.  J.  Lewis, 
J.  J,  Smith, 
C.  W.  Hardy, 
E.  A.  Langhorne, 
P.  H.  Worsham, 
S.  G.  White, 
J.  W.  Bosworth, 
R.  McCausland, 
E.  McConnell,jr. 
B.  W.  Williams, 
Alex.  Rives, 
Jno.  McCausland, 
Jno.  Q..  Richardson, 
W.  A.  Thompson. 


i 


